
Principal’s Corner: 

This week we are going to talk about the “Call of a Leader.”  Everyone is 

called to be a leader at different times and in different ways.  When I was in 

first grade I had a teacher named Mrs. Stapleton.  Mrs. Stapleton had fiery 

red hair and wore red nail polish.  Every day she dressed to the nines. Mrs. 

Stapleton made learning magical!  Most importantly she loved kids, she 

loved teaching, and I knew she loved me!  There was just something about 

the way she held her silver chalk holder and wrote so perfectly on the 

chalkboard.  (Yes, I said chalkboard!)  Mrs. Stapleton taught me how to 

read and how to write at a higher level.  (My sister Merle taught me how to 

read.  She ended up being a teacher for 34 years at the High School level- 

Communications and Speech) One Friday afternoon after reading, Mrs. 

Stapleton told me I was an excellent “oral reader.”  I had no clue what an 

oral reader was, but I knew from her warm smile that it was a good thing!   

The next week I was in the classroom and Mrs. Stapleton asked me to 

pass out papers, and told me she would be right back, that she had to 

speak to someone at the door.  I handed out the papers and when she 

came back, I was writing the letter “m” up on the chalkboard in the right 

way, (I played school almost every day with my sister Merle.  She was 

always the BOSSY teacher so I knew how to read before first grade AND 

how to make my letters correctly!)  When she walked back in, Mrs. 

Stapleton said, “Oh my!  We have an FTA on our hands!”  I asked what that 

was and she answered, “Future Teacher of America!”  She said, “That’s 

what you’re going to be when you grow up Mavis!”  Oh, ok, I thought to 

myself.  I will be a teacher when I grow up!  From then on, I told everyone I 

knew that I was going to be a teacher! 

When I got to fifth grade, I had my first male teacher of my educational 

career.  His name was Mr. Humbert.  Mr. Humbert was fascinating.  Not 

only was he the teacher, but he was also the Asst. Principal.  That year he 

would become principal due to an illness of the principal.  He made me love 

Social Studies and the study of world cultures.  He showed us real films on 

Pearl Harbor.  (He was there in the war.) He was a kind but firm principal 

and he was in charge of Student Council.  I was the first girl president of 

Student Council.  Mr. Humbert watched as I handled meetings.  One day 

Mr. Humbert told me, “Mavis, you should be a principal one day!”  I thought 

about it and I said, “If he thinks I could be a principal, I should just do it!”  I 



told my mom that I wanted to be a principal that night.  My mom said to me, 

“If you want to make a really good principal, you should teach every grade 

level that you can so that you can have credibility with your teachers!”  We 

made a little pact together that I would do that.  I was “into” making vision 

boards way before my time. A teaching vision board was up on my bulletin 

board in my bedroom.  Yes, I had a bulletin board with trim on it by fifth 

grade, and by Junior High I had Instructor Magazine coming to the house 

from my oldest sister for Christmas. (Remember Jr. High magazine sales?!) 

I used Instructor Magazine pictures to create my “Babysitting Box” which I 

used on all of the poor little kids that I babysat for on the weekends.  I 

would make them all play school and of course I was the “teacher.” 

That’s how my whole career has been, year after year a mentor would 

appear who would guide me to the next step of meeting my goal of 

becoming a teacher.  In High School it was Mrs. Eldeen Cichanski (The 

Child Development Teacher.)  In college it was Diane Mandia (A fantastic 

Education Teacher at North Central College, and a Director for Mark Kay 

Cosmetics- WITH the pink Cadillac!)  Once I got out of college and got my 

first teaching job it was Louise Lelivelt at Pleasant Hill School in Wheaton 

who took me under her wing and developed my teaching skills and she was 

the person who encouraged me to go back to school to become an 

administrator.  She helped me develop my Principal skills so that I could go 

out and get my own building one day.  And so it goes… 

I would like to think that ALL educators got “the tap on the shoulder” at one 

time or another to become a teacher.  Someone saw something in you that 

they believed that you could help students learn and love school!  Their 

need to nurture and foster your development, and your willingness to be led 

matched!  This is why being a good follower is just as important as 

becoming a good leader.  You must be able to take and give direction.  

Right?   

The first eight verses of Isaiah 6 illustrate how God calls many leaders.  

After Isaiah experiences a vision for God, the Lord lays out a need for 

someone to speak for him.  God has a message and is looking for a 

messenger.  God issued a general call, for anyone, and Isaiah took it to 

heart.  He did this based on three factors that make up a divine call to lead. 

1. Opportunity:  We see a specific place where we can make a 

difference.  This has to do with timing.  (V.1) 



2. Ability:  We recognize that we have the God-given gifts to do 

something about the need.  This has to do with competence. (vv. 6-7) 

3. Desire:  We want to step out and address the need; our hunger 

pushes us.  This has to do with having a passion for the position. 

(v.9) 

 

I came to Annunciation because I learned about the need for leadership 

here.  I am sure you know that I was supposed to retire this year.  

However, I truly believe I was called here by God.  It was no accident. I am 

SO glad I listened to that calling because I have never been so excited to 

come to work each day as I have been since I came to Annunciation.  I 

literally went to the Rockford Diocese and told the Superintendent and 

Assistant Superintendent that I only wanted to go to one school, and that 

was Annunciation BVM in Aurora.   

Many people told me not to put all of my eggs in one basket.  I said, “No, if 

it doesn’t work out…that is fine- I will just retire as planned.”  It DID work 

out and I cannot believe how glad I am that they offered the position and 

that I made the choice to take the position.  I absolutely love the kids and 

the people here.  The parents are down to earth, kind, respectful, and fun!  

The respectful part is really an important quality for a principal to see in 

parents when taking on a principal position.  I have parents come in or call 

me and sit down when they have questions about things here.  They are so 

polite and I appreciate that kindness and respect so much!   

The teachers here are so hard working and they do so much out of the 

goodness of their hearts.  They expect nothing in return but respect and 

support which is easy to give them.  As a group they are very thoughtful 

and funny!  They show a deep sense of commitment to the students, to the 

school, and to one another! 

So please don’t worry any more about your principal or our staff.  This staff 

is ROCK SOLID!  I love coming to work every single day, and even my 

husband says he sees how happy I am here just by the way I come home 

bubbling over with news about what happened during the day!  I feel 

blessed to have Mrs. Brouch and Father Patrick by my side to move us 

forward and these children are showing their true leadership colors every 

single day!  We ARE developing Disciples of Christ and this school year is 



off to an AMAZING start!  I hope you feel that positive momentum coming 

at you each week! 

Spotlight on Leadership: Today we are focusing on the wonders of 

Pre-school 

If you could sit and watch our preschoolers make their way through the 

morning, you would be amazed at what they do!  These students are 

learning the letter F this week so writing the letter F was modeled for them 

by Mrs. Mattas.  They made fish with Mrs. Sojka, they did imaginary play 

on the rug and put a long puzzle together on the rug too!  One group at a 

time had their snack in the stations.  What was really neat to see was when 

Mrs. Mattas said it was time to change stations, ALL of them made a little 

line to go to the next station at their current place.  They cleaned up and 

they were ready to go standing 3 in a line.  Let’s remember how small they 

are!  The fact that they can clean up and be completely ready to go as a 

group without being told what to do was so neat to see!   

The next time your child doesn’t want to clean up their toys remind them of 

what Mrs. Mattas expects in pre-school.  She expects the KIDS to clean up 

their place for the next group, and they do it!  It doesn’t matter what day 

you walk into this classroom you will see that the children are always 

working and fully engaged in what they are doing!  They are our SMART 

precious littles! 

 

Spotlight on Leadership:  London Tyler and Gabe Jimenez 

Often we think that leadership comes in the form of big gestures.  This is 

not always the case!  What we know about great leaders is that they are 

good followers!  Today I watched our 6th grade during Social Studies class.  

The class was learning about Hieroglyphics.  It was a very interesting 

lesson given by Mr. Litow.  At the end of the lesson when Mr. Litow closed, 

he said to the students that they would have homework tonight. He stated 

what the homework was and wrote it up on the white board in the 

classroom.   Immediately London Tyler and Gabriel Jimenez got out their 

assignment notebooks and started writing their homework in their 

notebooks.  For me this was exciting to see because we all know that part 

of being a great leader is being organized!  These two students proved that 

getting their homework done begins with writing it down immediately.  



Leaders develop good habits of writing things down!  Great Job Gabe and 

London!  We are proud of you! 

Tradition of Excellence: 

I hope you all will join us November 18th to celebrate our school and enjoy 

time together helping our school to be able to afford things for the students 

and classrooms that we wouldn’t be able to do without you!  The Tradition 

of Excellence is just that- Tradition! (Can’t you hear Fiddler on the Roof 

playing in the background!  Dramatic pause!  LOL) 

I look forward to finding out from Mrs. Becker that a huge amount of people 

R.S.V.P.’d YES to coming to the dinner.  You’ve already paid for it in your 

fees so you should come!  It is business casual so you can come in your 

Sunday best and call it a day!  No evening gowns or tuxedoes!  

All of us were so sad that we couldn’t be with “our friends” during COVID.  

Well we are BACK into socializing again and this is the perfect opportunity!  

Call some of the parents of your child’s friends and set up your own table!  

It’s a Friday night so you have the rest of the weekend for church, games of 

all types, and family time! 

I told you that I am bringing my immediate family and I look forward to 

introducing them to our families!  My table will probably be the loud one on 

the side laughing like crazy or the ones out on the dance floor!  (My family 

is really fun!) 

Be the leader of your group of friends.  Tell them you are reserving a spot 

at your table for them and then remind them about the Raffle for $20,000!  

Those raffle tickets are $100 for a chance at $20,000! Let’s make this a 

GREAT Tradition of Excellence Event for our children!  

Have a beautiful week this week!  Watch your child’s assignment notebook.  

Are they filling it out?  Do they fill it out the minute the teacher gives 

homework?  This is a sign of a future leader!  Keep watching for signs of 

leadership! 

In Christ’s love, 

Mrs. DeMar 
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This Friday, October 28 is Spirit Day.  Students may dress down for 

free if they wear Annunciation or Vikings apparel, or dress in the 

colors of blue and white.  Sweatshirts with professional, high school or 

college logos or names on them do not qualify as Annunciation Spirit 

Wear.  You may purchase spirit wear at Naperville Spirit wear.  You 

can find a link to the online store on our website. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Monday, October 31 is Halloween.  This day will be a free black and 

orange day for our students.    All dress down day rules will apply.  

Jeans may be worn, but they may not have rips or tears in them.  

Students in the primary building should follow directions from their 

child’s teacher regarding costumes. 

Classroom Halloween parties will be held in the afternoon.  All 

volunteers must have completed all of their Safe Environment 

paperwork to be able to help in school. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The 5th Grade parents would like to welcome our school families' grandparents, aunt and 

uncles, and friends to join us at Tradition of Excellence. The cost for them to attend is 

$65/person. Checks can be made out to Annunciation School and turned in to the school 

office in an envelope addressed to TOE Chairperson. For any questions, please contact 

Kim Becker at kbecker@annunciationbvm.org or 630-338-9044. We would love to see 

them there and help us fill the venue. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Pumpkin Palooza takes place TOMORROW, Thursday, October 27 - Bring a decorated 
(Not Carved) Pumpkin to the gym starting at 8:10 a.m. See the flyer at the end of the 
newsletter for more information. 
 
 

Parent Chaperones Needed for Halloween Fun Night and 7/8 Grade Dance  
The Fun Night for grades 4 – 6 and the dance for grades 7 and 8 is scheduled for this 
Friday, October 28.  However, we currently do not have enough parent volunteers to 
host these events. 
We must get three more adults for the 5:00 – 6:30 shift and three more adults for 
the 7:00 – 8:30 shift.  If we don’t get enough chaperones, we will have to cancel 
Fun Night and the Dance.  Please contact Mr. Litow at nlitow@annunciationbvm.org or call the 
office as soon as possible if you can help.  Thank you 
 
Fun Night - 5:00 - 6:30 - Grades 4, 5, 6 - Entry Fee $5 (Dependent on chaperones.) 



 
Games and Prizes - Hoola Hoop Contest, Costume Contest, Bingo, Freeze Dance, Bowling, 
Charades (Prizes, Pop and Candy) 
 
Dance - 7:00 - 8:30 - Grades 7 and 8 – (Dependent on chaperones.)  Entry Fee $5, 
Dance, Pop and Candy 
 

 
Veteran's Day Assembly – Friday, November 11    
Family members who are veterans are invited to be recognized at an all school assembly. 
Please see the information at the end of the newsletter 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This is a reminder that Monday, October 31st is the last day shorts may be worn to 
school until April 1, 2023. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences will take place on Thursday, November 3.  Last week 
your oldest child should have given you a gold sheet indicating the time your 
conference is scheduled.  If you did not receive it, please ask your child for it or call 
the office for your time. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Tuesday, November 1 is All Saints Day, which is a Holy Day of Obligation. The All-
school Mass that day will be at 11:00 a.m. and there will be no all-school Mass on 
Wednesday. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM INFORMATION 
We are happy to announce that our annual Christmas Program will be returning this 
year.  It will look a little different than in year’s past.  The program will mostly take 
the direction of a Christmas concert with groups of classes performing different 
songs under the direction of our music teacher, Mrs. Unruh.  
 
Please note – There will be two programs, each taking place on Thursday, 
December 15.  One program will be held during the school day and one program 
will be held in the evening.  Exact times have not been set but we will let you know 

the times soon.  Tickets will not be required. 
 
Please disregard the dates shown on the school calendar for the Christmas Program.  There will 
not be a program on December 19 or 20. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Home and School is running a Lou Malnati's fundraiser through November 2.  They make 
great gifts or easy meals for the busy holiday season.   Participants will pre-purchase 
certificates to take to any Lou Malnati’s location and pick up a frozen 9" pizza.  A free dress 
down day will be given to the top five selling families. Contact Colleen Hefke for questions 
(630)660-6478 and see the flier at the end of the newsletter for more information.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 
A big thank you goes to Mrs. Lisa Cibulskis for volunteering to organize the 22/23 yearbook.  If 
any parents have pictures from the fall sports season, please help Lisa out and email her 
some pictures that she can use in the yearbook.  Her email is lisacibulskis@gmail.com. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Viking Nation: This week will feature exciting Annunciation soccer for both our 
teams.  Be sure to come out and cheer both teams on to victory! 

  The 7th/8th Grade team will be battling St Rita at ACC TONIGHT in the finals of 
the Aurora Catholic League.  Kick off time is at 6:00pm 

  The 5th/6th Grade team start their Aurora Catholic league play on Thursday, October 
27th.  Kick off time will be at 5:00pm here at Annunciation Soccer Field.  If we win that game, 
be sure to also come out the finals on Saturday, October 29th.  Kickoff is at 9:00 am. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The 8th Grade Class will be selling candy and treats after school in 

the upper and primary buildings to raise money for their Chicago 

trip. Thank you for your support! 

THIS FRIDAY – EVERYTHING IS $1.00 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Afternoon Patrol Schedule – Week of October 31 

    Bojan Lopez, Kayla Shimp, and Luke Wilde 

First graders presented Reader’s Theater “The Lost Dog” to the other classes in the Primary 

Building.  They are pictured here in Grade 3, Kindergarten, and Grade 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Here we have Preschoolers hard at work: 



 Pumpkinpalooza!  

Student Council is sponsoring a school-wide competition to promote 

school and Halloween Spirit! 

Decorate a pumpkin! Use paint and other accessories to 

decorate a pumpkin.  Be creative! You may make any style of pumpkin 

that you choose. It could be cute, funny, scary, an animal, whatever! 

Please just keep them appropriate for a Catholic grade school. 

Pumpkins must be decorated. They cannot be carved.  

 

Pumpkins should be brought to the upper building before 

school on Thursday, October 27.   

They will be put on display in the gym.  All classes will view the pumpkins during the school day 

and students can vote for their favorites by putting a quarter in the  

bag in front of each pumpkin.   

Students may bring as many quarters as they want and vote as many times 

as they like. 

We will have some quarters available to exchange for dollars if necessary. 

 

Every classroom will have two winners.  Winners will be announced the following week. 

 

All pumpkins should be taken home after school.  

 



 

 

Veteran’s Day Assembly 

 
Student Council is hosting a special Veteran’s Day Assembly on Friday, 

November 11, 2022.  All students are encouraged to invite any family members, 

special friends, etc. who are veterans, to attend this assembly and be recognized by 

the student body. 

 

Veterans are invited to come to school at 8:30 a.m. and enjoy coffee and 

doughnuts.  The assembly will begin at 8:45 in the gym.  

Veterans will sit in chairs with the students who invited them.  They will be asked 

to stand and give their Name, Branch of Service, Years Served, Assignment in the 

Service and Who Invited Them. 

We hope to have many veterans join us on this day. 

If your child would like to invite someone to come to this assembly, please 

complete the form below and return it to school by November 2nd.  Space will be 

limited in the gym, but if the veteran would like to have someone accompany 

him/her, he/she may do that. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name of Veteran attending:   _______________________________________ 
                                                               Please Print 

 

Invited by: ______________________________________________________ 

 

Branch of Service:     Army      Navy      Air Force      Marines      Coast Guard 

 

Number Attending:  ___________ 



Orders and payments due 11/2/22 

Family name _________________ 

 

Frozen Pizza Coupon Fundraiser Order Form!  

Cost: $13.00 each  

 

Proceeds benefit  Annunciation Home &School 

                                                  Use this form to track individual coupons sold by organization members 

 
Pizza coupons may be redeemed at any area Lou Malnati’s location for one 9” FROZEN pizza (sausage, pepperoni, cheese, or 

spinach). Offer subject to restaurant availability.  Coupon has no cash value and may not be used toward the purchase of any other 

items. Coupons will be delivered to customer at a later date. Each coupon is valid for 6 months from the date the order is placed. 

     

Name 

 

Phone Number/Address 

 

# of coupons 

ordered 

 

Cost 

 Paid Y/N 
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