
Principal’s Corner:  Get a cup of coffee or your Diet Coke out before you read 

this one!  

This week I want to speak to you about “The Leader as a Shepherd”.  As we all know, 

no psalm has gained more attention than Psalm 23.  In that psalm we learn about God’s 

nature, but we also learn about his leadership.  Are you examining your own leadership 

as we go through each week?  Leadership in your home as the mom or dad, leadership 

at your job, in the workplace or online…  In psalm 23 David describes The Lord as a 

Shepherd, no doubt seeing him this way because that’s the way he saw someone in his 

position.  Remember David also had been a model shepherd.   

I noticed that the Old and The New Testaments use the term “Shepherd” to illustrate 

leadership.  Shepherd communicates the love, nurture, intimacy, and spiritual care a 

Godly leader provides.  It involves what I call the rod- “soft corrections,” and the staff- 

teaching someone what to do, which means “giving them direction.”  Psalm 23 

describes The Ultimate Shepherd performing several important functions. 

The Shepherd… provides (v. 1), Gives rest (v. 2,), Confidently leads (v.3), Renews and 

restores (v.3), Guides and directs (v.3), Protects (v.4), Corrects and comforts (v.4), 

Feeds (v.5), Loves (v.6,), Furnishes permanent shelter (v.6) 

Think about your leadership Inside your home and then at work.  How are you 

demonstrating Godly Leadership in each category? 

Trait In my Home At Work 

I provide  

 

 

I give rest  

 

 

I confidently lead  

 

 

I renew and 

restore 

  

I guide and direct  

 

 

I protect  

 

 

I correct and 

comfort 

  

I feed and 

annoint 

  

I love  

 

 

I furnish 

permanent 

shelter 

  

 



When you get a minute, print this out and do some self-reflection.  Is there an area 

either at home or at work where you could show a little more effort?  Better yet... print 

two!  One for you and one for your wife or husband.  Then share how you see your 

mate contributing.  You may see things that are really special and important that they 

provide so naturally, that you haven’t even thought about! 

I have to tell you I think my husband would come out really high on the home front on all 

of this.  I don’t see him at work ever, so I couldn’t answer how he is at work.  I will fill out 

the home front column so he can see how much he does and how he leads us in our 

home.  He is a GREAT dad and Grandpa!  It’s time I slowed down and did some 

appreciating! 

One of the things I thought about is the fact that I allow my husband to lead in the home.  

Do we talk things over…yes!  Would he ever completely go against my wishes on 

something?  He never has in 37 years!  (There’s always a first time!  LOL Just kidding!)  

I think about how many decisions I make in a day here in my role as principal.  

Honestly, I am perfectly FINE if he makes the decisions at home.  Not just because of 

being a principal but because he has a good head on his shoulders and is SUPER 

organized in every regard!  However, it takes me to be ready to allow him to lead and 

not walk in like a little powerhouse- Right? We both tend to be nurturers however. 

I really do listen to him and try to do what I think will make him happy and proud at all 

times.  We are rule followers (What?  You’re a Catholic Principal and you are a rule 

follower??!!?!:  I never would have guessed-right?)  People who know me would say 

that probably I run things at home, but I don’t.  Brian is the head of our household and 

always has been.  I am strong at work, but I am a partner and a follower at home.  

In every part of your life there is a time to be a good leader, and there is a time to be a 

good follower.  I try to be aware of when I need to be in each role.  Everyone has a boss 

but our greatest “boss” is Jesus Christ!  At the end of the day when I put my head down 

on the pillow- I ask myself, “Did I do a good job today at work?” “Did I do a good job with 

my own kids, grandkids and even the dog Finley?”  If I can answer yes…it was a 

beautiful day.  When improvement is needed, I do some self-talk, pray, and get back on 

track!  (None of us is perfect!)   

There are times when all moms and dads feel like 8 plates are up in the air and three 

are being kicked around the ground!  RELAX!  SLOW DOWN!  You are doing too much! 

When I begin to get overwhelmed, it is because I haven’t used one small word. “No, I 

am sorry, I can’t.” We make time for the things we want to make time for I am told.  

Everyone has the excuse, “I am too busy!”  Here’s another funny thing…If you really 

want something done- call the busiest woman you know and ask her if she will help!  

Busy women get things done! (I am sure busy men do too!  Don’t get mad!)  These busy 

people have a gift, and that gift is time management.  (I also believe they give up a lot of 

sleep!) Of all the things I wish I had more of, I wish I had more sleep.  I am one of those 

women who will try to fit things in to make other people happy.  Every once in a while, I 



say “no.” and people respect my “no” in my family.  Are you allowed to say “no” in your 

family?  Think about it. 

I hope you find yourself blessed by this activity.  In the end I am hoping that my 

husband sees that he is an awesome leader in the home!  I look up to him and respect 

him!  How about you and your spouse?  Check in with one another on your leadership 

in the home!  It’s going to be fun!   

Update on Halloween: 

Halloween:  Halloween was really fun this school year!  All of the older kids came 

dressed in orange and black to school.  The” precious littles” dressed in costumes after 

lunch. Pre-school had already had their party so kinder started the parade off by visiting, 

first, second and third grades adding on the next class at the end of the line.  We were 

able to do the parade as the rain stopped briefly for us to get the precious littles up to 

the Upper School. 

Jr. High seemed to truly enjoy their parties and dances.  We will send pictures on to 

you!  Warm thanks to everyone who helped Mr. Litow and The Student Council (Who 

ran the Fun Night and the dances!)  Volunteers you were wonderful!  Mr. Litow you and 

Mrs. Brouch did an amazing job of getting everything organized!  Student Council lead 

the whole evening and they were incredible!   

The kids were smiling from ear to ear when they walked out!  It’s times like that when 

you realize what a joy it is to be near children!  They used their best manners, and they 

were perfectly behaved throughout the whole evening!  I like that our kids remember to 

SAY please and thank you very politely when given something!  Parents- you would 

have been so proud of every single one of the students!  I couldn’t have been more 

proud of them and it makes us want to do it again! 

Spotlight on Leadership:  Student Council Students 

Student Council- Your leadership throughout the Halloween evening was fantastic!  I 

loved your organization and respectful attitudes!  You took direction well from Mr. Litow 

and you came up with some of your own very good ideas for decorating as well!  A good 

time was had by all! Parents- I hope you heard good things about the evening from your 

children! 

Spotlight on Leadership:  Sports Student:  Grace Bergeron 

Great leadership was observed from Grace Bergeron Saturday at the volleyball game. 
When the referee asked for a captain before the coach had arrived, she took the 
initiative to go over and listen to the referee. When that was done, she asked Analeigha 
Rodriguez and Madeline Becker from the bleachers to help the team with warm-ups and 
got the team lined up!  Way to go Grace!  You made us ALL proud! 
In Christ’s Love,  
Mrs. D. 
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Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 
Parent/Teacher Conferences will take place tomorrow, Thursday, November 3.   

If you do not know when your conference is scheduled, please call the office ASAP. 

All conferences take place in the upper building.  A list of conference locations will 

be posted.    

Home and School will be hosting a Book Fair on Thursday during conferences, so 

plan to spend a few minutes checking out the great selection of books available. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dismissal tomorrow, Thursday, November 3, is at 11:55 a.m.  There is no after school 

care tomorrow.  There is no school on Friday, November 4. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hot Lunch Day in November will take place on November 18 and will be from 

McDonald’s.  Please place your order on SchoolSpeak no later than Tuesday, 

November 8.  Late orders will not be accepted. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Home and School is sponsoring a Dine Out night at Chipotle at 2902 Kirk Road on 

Wednesday, November 9 from 4 – 9 p.m.  Please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter 

for more information. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The 5th Grade parents would like to welcome our school families' grandparents, aunt and 

uncles, and friends to join us at Tradition of Excellence. The cost for them to attend is 

$65/person. Checks can be made out to Annunciation School and turned in to the school 

office in an envelope addressed to TOE Chairperson. For any questions, please contact 

Kim Becker at kbecker@annunciationbvm.org or 630-338-9044. We would love to see 

them there and help us fill the venue.  RSVP’s are due by THIS FRIDAY, November 

4th. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Veteran's Day Assembly – Friday, November 11    
Family members who are veterans are invited to be recognized at an all school assembly on 
November 11.   Please see the information at the end of the newsletter.  The deadline to sign 

up has been extended to November 8, 2022 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Lou Malnati’s fundraiser being run by Home and School has been extended to 

tomorrow, Thursday, November 3.  Please turn in your order if you haven’t done so.   
They make great gifts or easy meals for the busy holiday season.   Participants will pre-
purchase certificates to take to any Lou Malnati’s location and pick up a frozen 9" pizza.  A 
free dress down day will be given to the top five selling families. Contact Colleen Hefke for 
questions (630)660-6478 and see the flier at the end of the newsletter for more information.  

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
This is a reminder that Monday, October 31st was the last day shorts may be worn to 
school until April 1, 2023. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please remember that in the morning, students in the upper building are to be dropped off in 

the circle driveway in front of the building.  Parents are not to pull into the parking lot to drop 

off students.  We would appreciate your cooperation on this.  This rule is for the safety of all of 

our students.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Please put your child’s name in his/her uniform clothes.  We currently have many sweatshirts in 

our Lost and Found bin without names.  You may want to check out Lost and Found when you 

are in the building for conferences. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Afternoon Patrol Schedule – Week of November 7  

    Madeline Becker, Arielle Rogers and Dominic Buttice 

 

 

 

 



There were soooo many fun things going on at school over the past week.  Following are pictures from  

Pumpkinpalooza, Fun Night and Dance, the Halloween Parade and Classroom Parties. 

 

 
 



 



 

 

Veteran’s Day Assembly 

 
Student Council is hosting a special Veteran’s Day Assembly on Friday, 

November 11, 2022.  All students are encouraged to invite any family members, 

special friends, etc. who are veterans, to attend this assembly and be recognized by 

the student body. 

 

Veterans are invited to come to school at 8:30 a.m. and enjoy coffee and 

doughnuts.  The assembly will begin at 8:45 in the gym.  

Veterans will sit in chairs with the students who invited them.  They will be asked 

to stand and give their Name, Branch of Service, Years Served, Assignment in the 

Service and Who Invited Them. 

We hope to have many veterans join us on this day. 

If your child would like to invite someone to come to this assembly, please 

complete the form below and return it to school by November 2nd.  Space will be 

limited in the gym, but if the veteran would like to have someone accompany 

him/her, he/she may do that. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name of Veteran attending:   _______________________________________ 
                                                               Please Print 

 

Invited by: ______________________________________________________ 

 

Branch of Service:     Army      Navy      Air Force      Marines      Coast Guard 

 

Number Attending:  ___________ 



 

The Tradition of Excellence Event is only 16 days away!  It will be here 

before we know it.  The 5th grade families wanted to give each of you an 

update of where things are at. 

 

$20,000 Raffle Tickets 

To date we have sold 240 of the $20,000 Raffle tickets. Help us sell out the tickets! We 

still have several left to sell. Please go online to purchase additional tickets at 

TOE2022.givesmart.com or contact Kim Becker at tradition@annunciationbvm.org for 

more paper copies!  Every family is asked to sell at least one ticket. Remember that this 

is one of the most significant ways each of you can do your part to continue to keep 

Annunciation School tuition low!  

There are a couple of incentives for selling the raffle tickets.  

• Families that sell one (1) ticket:  Child(ren) receive a Free Down Day pass on a 

date TBD. 

• Families that sell three (3) or more tickets: 

o  Parents will be entered into the “Cut in front of the Line” BAR PASS raffle.   

 Two (2) parents will win. 

 The winners do not have to wait in line for a drink because they will 

be allowed to cut the bar line all night long.   

 Winner can only get 2 drinks at a time. 

o Family goes into a raffle for Free Pizza Friday for a month 

 

Fund A Classroom 

In past years, we have asked families to donate items to be raffled off as Class Baskets.  

It is time to change it up.   

This year we asked teachers what they needed.  Classroom items included 

Bookshelves, Lego tables, and other classroom enhancements.  Please consider this as 

part of your giving.   

There will be 2 ways to donate to the classrooms. First one is to log onto 

TOE2022.givesmart.com and click on the items tab.  The auction website has a spot to 

donate to each of the classrooms.  Second is the night of the Tradition of Excellence 

dinner. We will have spots to donate cash.  Please donate to this cause that will help 

give your children the tools they need to help them learn better.  



Orders and payments due 11/2/22 

Family name _________________ 

 

Frozen Pizza Coupon Fundraiser Order Form!  

Cost: $13.00 each  

 

Proceeds benefit  Annunciation Home &School 

                                                  Use this form to track individual coupons sold by organization members 

 
Pizza coupons may be redeemed at any area Lou Malnati’s location for one 9” FROZEN pizza (sausage, pepperoni, cheese, or 

spinach). Offer subject to restaurant availability.  Coupon has no cash value and may not be used toward the purchase of any other 

items. Coupons will be delivered to customer at a later date. Each coupon is valid for 6 months from the date the order is placed. 

     

Name 

 

Phone Number/Address 

 

# of coupons 

ordered 

 

Cost 

 Paid Y/N 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 



 
Mrs. Tuma and I would like to thank everyone who 

placed entries in the, “Name our Coffee contest. 

We had some great ideas! 

After some debate, we decided to 

extend the contest for one more week.  

Additionally, if you’re artistic and would like to 

submit a logo design along with your name, 

please do! Maybe you, or you and a friend will 

win the complete prize package! 

All entries must be submitted by Tuesday, 

November 8
th

. As a reminder, the winner will 

receive the following; 

 One free Pizza Friday 

 One dress-down day pass 

 Two T-shirts with your coffee name and logo. 
 

Email your entries to: kgay@annunciationbvm.org 
 

Best of luck, and may St. Drogo intercede 

and inspire you all! 
 

 
 



Coffee Naming Contest Form 

Students Name:___________________________________________________________ 

Grade:____________________ 

Coffee Name 

Idea:________________________________________________________ 

Slogan 

(Optional):_________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

If you choose to be a part of the coffee naming 

contest, please complete this form and email It to 

Deacon Ken at kgay@annunciationbvm.org 

Please note that the name, “Annunciation BVM,” 

can NOT appear in the name of slogan. 





www.walkingwithpurpose.com

Come as you are.
YOU ARE WELCOME HERE

“Let’s get real. It isn’t easy to put God first.”
Lisa Brenninkmeyer 

Founder and Chief Purpose Officer, Walking with Purpose

Our mission is to help every Catholic woman and girl in 
America encounter Jesus Christ through our Bible studies.

We can run around with a restless heart, so busy with 
everyone and everything that finding time in the day for our 

relationship with God is impossible. If you experience this, we’d 
love for you to join us for strong coffee and great conversation 
as we watch the Opening Your Heart video, God—First Place in 

All Things. 

Just come as you are and discover the key to a peaceful and 
centered heart, no matter how crazy and messy your life is!

Ladies, come see what Walking With Purpose can offer you.

Join us on Thursday, November 10.

7:00 in the gym

If you have any questions, 
call Tracey at 630.248.2672 or Chris at 630.313.0567


