
Principal’s Corner: 

Today in studying leadership we look at what happens when leaders separate leadership from 

relationships.  This happens when a person steps into a position of leadership and assumes 

that everyone will follow his/her ideas because of his/her position.  Some people in leadership 

think that their knowledge alone qualifies them to lead others.  Sorry, but you are sadly mistaken 

if you think just having a degree makes you a leader.  There is a whole lot more that goes into 

leading than just having a degree in a subject area or having a specific or amazing skill. 

You know the saying, “People don’t know how much you know until they know how much you 

care”.  We as leaders cannot separate leadership from relationships.  Leaders help themselves 

by developing effective ways to relate to others.  Relationships are at the heart of leadership! 

As a young principal in training, I watched a couple of the principals in the buildings around me.  

One was very strict and he made his teachers and students very nervous.  Another principal got 

too overly friendly with her families and she had no boundaries.  There was ONE principal, that I 

had my eye on the whole school year and she was the principal I thought the world of in her 

actions and demeanor.  Her name was Sandy and Sandy was amazing! Sandy was the type of 

principal who made time to see teachers and parents in the morning and throughout the day.  

She visited classrooms and looked for the goodness in every teacher and she had a plan for the 

direction of the school!  When she was speaking to you, you truly felt her listening to you!  I 

absolutely loved having her come into my room to see what my kids were doing because she 

knew how hard teaching was and she supported us like nobody’s business!  Many times my 

kids were the students creating pyramids out of sugar cubes or similar to Mrs. Vogt’s STEAM 

lesson- students were creating catapults or floating boats out of aluminum foil in tubs of water. 

They were even learning about erosion this week! My classroom always had something going 

on…but the kids were engaged and well behaved.  She made it a point to come in all the time 

and I finally realized that she really wasn’t looking to find fault…she was genuinely curious 

about what they were learning!  Once I realized that, I could enjoy her visits! 

This is the type of leader that we all hope to see.  Involved, interested, a listener, one who 

shows action, one that will dream with you, and one that will support you.   Everyone wants a 

leader that will help you to grow in your relationship building skills with colleagues, family, and 

even your students.  Leaders see your strengths and they help YOU to see your strengths.  

When the platform for your good effort is seen by your leader then the two of you can build on 

your skill set.    

Let’s think about how we relate to people this week.  Are we kind in our actions?  Do we speak 

using an encouraging tone of voice or do we look for things to pick at in the home or in the 

workplace?  People want to be led by someone who helps them to grow, but they do not learn 

from people they fear!  Here are some of the ideas shared from Romans 12: 9-21.  Check and 

see which you hold as strengths and identify where you have work to do. 

1. Avoid hypocrisy- be sincere and genuine (v.9) 

2. Be loyal to colleagues- treat others like brothers or sisters (v.10) 

3. Give preference to others- honor the desires of others above your own (v.10) 

4. Be hospitable- look for ways to meet the needs of others (v. 13) 

5. Return good for evil- act, try not to react, when others try to hurt you (v.14) 

6. Identify with others- treat other’s victories with joy! (v.15) 

7. Be open-minded toward others-seek to connect with anyone you speak to (v.16) 



8. Treat everyone with respect-this is a compliment to any person (v.17) 

9. Do everything possible to keep peace-choose wisely which hills to die on (v.18) 

10. Remove revenge from your life-let God judge others, you love them (v.19-20) 

11. Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. (v.9) Set boundaries 

when Evil comes at you. 

Whether you are the leader in the home, the office, out on the farm, in the corporate world, in 

sales…whatever- All of these different concepts can be part of your day at a moment’s notice.  It 

is up to you how you handle positivity from others, and negativity from others…  The question is, 

do you handle it with grace?  We all must realize that people will not always agree with us and 

that’s okay.  However, if you lead with integrity, people will learn to understand that your yes 

means yes and your no means no.  They will learn that you are genuine and sincere.  If we 

humble ourselves as leaders and listen before we speak…then people will have something to 

say to us.  Every day people ask me, “Do you want this door to your office open or closed?”  I 

almost always say “open,” because this gives someone important the opportunity to step in and 

connect with me!  Rarely will you see my door closed.  If it is closed, it does mean I am either 

REALLY concentrating, on the phone, or I have to get something finished that is due!   

Leaders make themselves available.  If people choose to come to meet with you- that is a good 

thing!  Remember…through conversation comes understanding.  When people have a 

complaint, they should feel comfortable to come and say it to your face and not talk throughout 

the organization. That behavior causes havoc.  I like when people come and talk to me.  Once 

again, I may not agree with them, but it is important that they be heard.  Sometime it may be 

you that wants to come and sit down and talk.  Do it!  99% of the time- my door is open.  Pretty 

good odds that we can sit down immediately!  I have had the pleasure of meeting with a few 

parents and absolutely loved spending time with them and hearing their perspective! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Mrs. DeMar 

 

Spotlight on Leadership: 

This past week we had the Book Fair.  It was awesome as there were so many books to choose 

from for the students and the families.  What I thought was really great was to watch what books 

and little gadgets the students like to pick out to buy.  Little mouse erasers, wild stacked 

highlighters, avocado pens, etc.  There was every kind of book for preschoolers to Jr. High 

students!  Also a big hit were the posters for their bedrooms!  Those really went fast!  Every kind 

of Chicago sports team was bought!  Bulls, Sox, Black Cubbies- etc! 

What was fun was being right there when they came up to the counter and they were short just 

a little bit of money to make their purchase.  The student next to them inevitably would offer 

them the small amount of money so that the student could finally purchase the item!  Such relief 

was shown on the other student’s face and such big smiles and hugs were shared.  In this way 

our students learned how to provide for one another.  This happened to at least 10 students as I 

sat there checking them out!  Leading in kindness always works for me!   



Warm thanks to every single person that worked that Book Fair!  Warm thanks to the people 

who set it up and also took it down together.  I totally enjoyed meeting more parents and 

learning about student choices in books!  It was a delightful experience! 

 

Spotlight on Leadership:   C.J. Stewart 

Miss Remus shared a lovely “Spotlight on Leadership” moment with me this week.  

Here is her description of the situation.  I know you will enjoy it! 

CJ was being extremely helpful with another student this morning. Another 7th grader 
expressed that they were having difficulty with their homework. CJ said, "Don't worry, I 
understand it, let me help you!" CJ sat down next to his classmate and helped him by 
reading him the problems and working through them step by step. CJ also said "Here, 
now try this one" and waited while his classmate tried a problem on his own. It was 
lovely to see CJ taking charge and being so helpful!  
 
Way to go C.J.! That other student needed you and you came through for him C.J.!  
Some of the best learning can come when one classmate teaches another!  C.J. 
obviously, showed respect, helpfulness, and support for this student!  He put himself in 
his place and knew what it was like to not understand the problem.  He made time to 
help and that is what faith-filled people do!  We help others!  We see a need and fill that 
need!  We are so proud of you C.J.! 
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In honor of Veteran’s Day, this Friday, November 11, will be a free Red, White and Blue 

dress down day.  The Dress Down Day for charity which was scheduled for this day will be 

moved to Monday, November 21.  November 22 will be a free Dress Down Day for all students 

whose family sold at least one Tradition of Excellence raffle ticket.  Spirit Day will remain on 

Friday, November  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hot Lunch Day in November will take place on November 15 and will be from 

McDonald’s.  The order deadline has been extended through TODAY at 5:00 p.m.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Home and School is sponsoring a Dine Out night at Chipotle at 2902 Kirk Road TODAY 

from 4 – 9 p.m.  Please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter for more information. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Annunciation School will be having an Open House this Sunday from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.  If you 

know of any families interested in learning more about our school, please pass on this 

information.  Thank you. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our first Awards Assembly of the year was held on Tuesday.  We were happy to recognize our 

students on the High Honor Roll and Honor Roll.  Also, two students in each class were 

recognized for their display of the virtue “Respect”, which was the September virtue of the 

month. 

Congratulations to students on the Honor Roll: 

High Honor Roll:  6th Grade:  Aubrina 

Hernandez and Alejandro Saucedo    7th Grade: 

Sara Gallenbach, Kristina Harron, Izzy 

Pasternak, Arielle Rogers, and Kayla Shimp    8th 

Grade:  Mauro Alanis, Lauren Burke, Blake 

Davis, Mia Digate, Anna Hefke, Ryan Mayer, 

Jayden Rios, Matthew Szilage, and Lauren 

Tranchita 



 

 

Honor Roll:  6th Grade:  Ryan Cibulskis, 

Madelynn Miller, Eva Seifrid, Mason Szilage, 

Jacob Tranchita, and Gracie White    7th Grade:  

Katerina Aiello, Madeline Becker, Bojan Lopez, 

Aidan Melekus, Sophia Navarro, Jack Quinn, 

Bella Renteria, and Analeigha Rodriguez   8th 

Grade:  Jack Galindo, Annalyse McCarty, Drew 

Seifrid, Nate Shankle, Josh Shimp, Jocelyn 

Urbealis, and Will Wilde 

 

 

Students recognized for Respectfulness: 

Kindergarten – Evelina Austin and Jacob Favela 

Grade 1 – Amelia Ortega and Caleb Schuster 

Grade 2 – Ceci Austin and Ryan Pasternak 

Grade 3 – David Schuster and Aliyah Weiler 

Grade 4 – Ilyana Gutierrez and Ethan Cazares 

Grade 5 – Jillian Becker and Chris Lopez 

Grade 6 – Melanie Martinez and Julius Anaya 

Grade 7 – Sophia Navarro and Patrick Bergeron 

Grade 8 – Lauren Burke and Ryan Mayer 

 

The 5th/6th and 7th/8th Soccer teams were also recognized. 

 

  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Last chance to choose your Yearbook/Composite Class Picture  

  

Families - View your School Portraits, and select your yearbook/class picture* before the 

deadline: 

• To view your school portraits look for an email sent to you by “Visual Image 

Photography”, or go to vipis.com  

• Selection Deadline: 11/11/2022 

• After the final deadline, VIP will choose a yearbook image for you 

 

There is no deadline to order pictures. If you have questions, please email support@vipis.com  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Please remember that in the morning, students in the upper building are to be dropped off in 

the circle driveway in front of the building.  Parents are not to pull into the parking lot to drop 

off students.  We would appreciate your cooperation on this.  This rule is for the safety of all of 

our students.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please note -  the deadline to have information included in Wednesday’s 

newsletter is the prior Tuesday at noon.  Information should be sent to 

pbrouch@annunciationbvm.org as a word document or a PDF.  This includes both 

“blurbs” and fliers.  Information received after noon on Tuesday will not be 

included until the following week.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Afternoon Patrol Schedule – Week of November 14  

    Marlene Blanco, Brianna Favela, and Gabe Reyes 

 

Congratulations to two of our graduates, Lucas Galindo and Aidan 

Brown.  They were recipients of the Blessed Columba Marmion 

Award. This award acknowledges those who demonstrate exemplary 

Christian leadership by living out the values of Love, Prayer, Stability, 

Conversation, Obedience, Discipline, Humility, Stewardship, 

Hospitality, and Community. We are proud of you!   

(Aidan is the grandson of Mrs. Brown, our second grade teacher.) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 



 

The Tradition of Excellence Event is only 9 days away!  It will be here before we know it.  

The 5th grade families wanted to give each of you an update of where things are at. 

$20,000 Raffle Tickets 

To date we have sold 255 of the $20,000 Raffle tickets. Help us sell out the tickets! We 

still have several left to sell. Please go online to purchase additional tickets at 

TOE2022.givesmart.com or contact Kim Becker at tradition@annunciationbvm.org for 

more paper copies!  Every family is asked to sell at least one ticket. Remember that this 

is one of the most significant ways each of you can do your part to continue to keep 

Annunciation School tuition low!  

There are a couple of incentives for selling the raffle tickets.  

• Families that sell one (1) ticket:  Child(ren) receive a Free Down Day pass on a 

date Tuesday November 22nd. 

• Families that sell three (3) or more tickets: 

o  Parents will be entered into the “Cut in front of the Line” BAR PASS raffle.   

 Two (2) parents will win. 

 The winners do not have to wait in line for a drink because they will 

be allowed to cut the bar line all night long.   

 Winner can only get 2 drinks at a time. 

o Family goes into a raffle for Free Pizza Friday for a month 

 

Silent Auction 

Auction Items Go live Friday! Many generous donors have stocked us with items to bid 

on.  Reach out to friends and family.  The auction will be online so that no matter where 

they are at, they can support our school.  The link to the auction site is 

TOE2022.givesmart.com or scan the QR code below. 

Log on now to set up your account.  All auction payments will be made through the 

online system.   

• Neon Sign 

• Golf Bags 

• Mexican Fiesta Basket 

• NIU Basketball Season Tickets 

• Smore Bundle 

• Fox Valley Park District Summer Fun Bag 

• Chicago Blackhawks Tickets 

• Paramount Overnight Package 




