
Principal’s Corner: 

Dear Parents, 

This week I am focusing on a couple of different concepts in leadership that I have been thinking about.   

• Wise leaders acknowledge their limitations.  They also pray and seek counsel from God. 

When I am worried about something having to do with school, I always pray about it first, 

before I try to solve the problem.  Are you remembering to pray BEFORE you try to solve 

problems and not just after when you have been shown the solution? 

 

• Godly leaders are not ashamed or afraid to ask detailed questions of the Lord.  This applies to 

your prayers on how to handle people, or situations.  This also has to do with those people who 

have been specifically placed in your path to help you!  I have asked tons of questions of Mrs. 

Brouch this school year!  It is part of being new!   

 

This is something I am learning more and more- to ask questions.  When you include others in 

your decision making you develop not only “buy in,” but commitment from others to help with 

YOU learning the process!  (Especially when you are new!)  It’s important that I learn your 

traditions!  Graduation is a huge tradition! 

  

Examples:  I will be asking Mrs. Brouch questions such as these: 

 How has graduation been done before?   

 Tell me about the whole process from beginning to end.   

 What forms of communication need to go out and how far in advance?  

 Who does the ordering of diplomas, caps and gowns, awards, medals, etc.  

 What are the traditions that surround this special event? 

 Who are the speakers for the event? 

 Can you show me a program from former years? 

 What has the principal been responsible for here at Annunciation? 

 How do you recognize families of the students graduating? 

 

• Leaders must learn to wait on the Lord before they act on his guidance. 

Unfortunately for me, I receive answers in the middle of the night around 2 or 3 in the morning.  

I will wake up like it was 6 a.m. and a plan will come to me all laid out.  The other night it was 

the format for the dress rehearsal for the Christmas Program Rehearsal.  I go to sleep too tired 

to think about it, so I pray about it instead.  Then that 2 a.m. my inner clock goes off and I have 

to get up and write down what comes!  Only then can I go back to sleep and sleep soundly until 

5:30!   

• Good leaders discipline themselves to listen to the voice of God and develop an intimate 

relationship with him.   

I pray at home and church a lot, but much of my really great praying I do in the car.  I like to put 

on instrumental CD’s and pray.  Jim Brickman has a good instrumental CD.  Where and when do 

you do YOUR best praying? 

 



• Mature leaders are grateful for each circumstance, knowing that He controls all things.  (I 

sometimes have to remind myself of that fact, how about you?!) 

Sometimes when I am going through a hard time I do that “self-talk” thing and I say all the right 

things to myself-  Come on, you can do this… or, this won’t be bad…just get it finished!  I 

honestly make myself a pro and con list when I am really struggling.  That’s ALWAYS helpful!  In 

the end, I end up trying to pray over it and do what my gut tells me to do after that. Like all of 

you I am sure… I try to be careful with what comes out of my mouth when I am struggling 

because it is difficult to take back words that have been spoken harshly.  I have learned that 

with each hardship there is growing that needs to be done and that is why God places this 

situation in your lap.   

I hope you think about a few of these concepts and how they relate to how YOU do things in your 

leadership role in your home or in your work.  As leaders we need to pray over our leadership.  We need 

to pray over the people we lead and lift them up in that prayer!  There is nothing more gratifying than 

seeing the people you lead do a great job in their work.  It’s exciting to see them shine!  Sometimes I just 

get motivated walking the halls and seeing each one of the teachers in action and seeing the students 

respond to them in a positive way.  I experienced that all day today as I walked the rooms here at the 

Upper School and then walked classrooms at The Little School late last week.  I have a beautiful saying in 

my office by Mary Anne Radmcher that states: 

                                                 “A teacher’s ordinary day… 

                                                                                                always an investment in an extraordinary future.” 

In Christ,  

Mrs. DeMar 

Spotlight on Leadership:  Students who took their Europe test early and passed in Social Studies! 

Students:  Shealyn,  Mason, and Grace 

Academic Leadership 

Warm Kudos go out to Shealyn, Mason, and Grace in Mr. Litow’s 6th grade Social Studies class for 

studying and making the effort to take their test on the map of Europe early and PASSING the test! 

AMAZING WORK!  Good for you three!  We celebrate you! 

 

Have a Great Week! 

Mrs. DeMar 
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Tuesday, December 20 will be our last day of school before Christmas.  Dismissal on Tuesday, 

December 20 is at 11:00 a.m. and there will be no after school care that day. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This Friday, December 16, is Spirit Day.  Students may dress down for free if they wear 

Annunciation or Vikings apparel or the colors of blue and white. 

Tuesday, December 20 will be a free red and green dress down day. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Thank you to everyone who brought in a toy for our toy drive 

for Toys for Tots last week.  Students presented their toy to the 

altar during the offertory procession and it was very impressive 

how many toys we were able to donate. 

 

Thanks also go to everyone who donated to the Student Council food drive.  Yesterday, Mr. 

Litow and some student council members delivered 207 pounds of food to the Batavia Food 

Pantry! 

 

Finally, a huge thank you goes to all of our drivers for the junior high service days to Toys 

for Tots and Feed My Starving Children.  Without our volunteers these days would not be 

possible. 

Please look at the pictures at the end of the newsletter from these outings  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Our Christmas concert will be held TOMORROW, Thursday, December 15.  There will 

be two performances.  The first show will take place at 2:00 p.m. and the second 

show will be at 6:30 p.m. that evening.  Preschool will only be performing in the 

afternoon show. Tickets will not be required for either show.  Doors for the afternoon 

show will open at 1:30 p.m. and doors for the evening show will open at 6:00 p.m. 

 

For the evening concert, all students in grades K – 8 should report to the upper building.  

Students should arrive by 6:10.   Primary building students will have an assigned meeting 

room and there will be teachers and staff members on duty to assist them in getting there.  

Parents of primary building students should keep the coats of their students.  Primary building 

students will be dismissed directly to parents after the show and will not return to their previous 

meeting room.  Students in the upper building will go back to their classrooms to get their coats 

and will leave from there. 

 

December 15 will be a red and green dress up day for the students. Jeans will not be allowed.    

The Christmas concert will last approximately 45 minutes. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



 

The upper building is in need of more Kleenex and paper towels.  If you can donate one of these, 

please send it to school with your student.  All of the runny noses thank you! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Last week we were treated to carols sung by Rosary High 

School students.  Mrs. Brouch and Mrs. Eversole were happy 

to welcome back three of our Annunciation grads, Ceci Drudi, 

Alyssa Rios, and Olivia Gatto. 

Both buildings enjoyed listening to them sing. 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The 8th Grade Class will be selling candy and treats after 

school in the upper and primary buildings to raise money 

for their Chicago trip. Thank you for your support! 

THIS FRIDAY – EVERYTHING IS $1.00 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please remember, if you are hoping to volunteer in school in any capacity, you will need to have 

your Safe Environment forms up to date.  Please contact Beth Clark at the rectory to see if you 

are compliant.  You can reach her at 630/851-1436 or bclark@rockforddiocese.org.  She works 

Monday, Wednesday and Fridays.  Please don’t delay.  It takes time for everything to be 

approved. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

5th-8th grade boys!  Marmion’s Baseball Clinic on December 27 & 28 
will help you get ready for next season!  The deadline to register is 
Thursday, December 22 so sign up today!  Sign up 
at www.marmion.org/baseball 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Afternoon Patrol Schedule – Week of December 19  

    Sofia Navarro, Connor Sojka and Ethan Stanescu 

 



Christmas Gift Program 

‘Twas weeks before Christmas 

And all through the school 

Not a teacher gift had been purchased 

What would parents do? 

 

The artwork was hung 

In the hallways with care, 

In hopes that the parents 

And students would stare. 

 

The children were studying, 

Struggling to stay awake, 

While anxiously waiting  

For a long Christmas break. 

 

The parents were looking  

To spread Christmas cheer 

And thank teachers and staff 

Who in their hearts they hold dear. 

 

So Home and School came up with a plan 

To make life easier on parents with so many demands. 

Don’t spend your time shopping for trinkets galore. 

Send in a contribution and avoid the store! 

 

                                                    Away with your worries 

                                                       Without further delay 

Decide on your cash contribution 

And send it to the office today! 

 

 
Home and School is coordinating a voluntary Christmas Gift Program.  This is a great alternative 

to purchasing traditional presents or gift cards for the faculty and staff to whom you would like to 

show your appreciation.  If you would like to participate, please place your contribution in an 

envelope addressed to Home and School and enclose the donation form. Send the envelope to 

the office.  Mark on the form the faculty and staff members you would like to include and the 

amount of the contribution for each person. Return the form with CASH only.  Any checks will be 

returned. Home and School will distribute the money to each faculty and staff member along with 

a list of those families who contributed to the gift.  Donation amounts will not be listed.  Any 

amount you would like to give is appreciated.   

  

The submission deadline for contributions is Thursday, December 15. 

 



Home and School Christmas Gift Program 2022 

 

Family Name:  _____________________________________     (as you would like it on the gift.) 

 

Phone Number:  __________________________________       Contribution Total:  _______________ 

 

Contributions must be turned into the office by December 15.  ALL CONTRIBUTIONS MUST BE CASH 

ONLY.  Checks will be returned. 

 

Mrs. Mattas - Preschool $ 
Mrs. Sojka – Preschool Aide $ 

Mrs. Kopin - Kindergarten $ 
Mrs. Jungels – Kindergarten Aide $ 

Mrs. Rizzo – First Grade $ 
Mrs. Brown – Second Grade $ 

Mrs. Ruffalo – Third Grade $ 

Mrs. Sweet – Primary Librarian $ 
Mrs. Hinterlong – Pri. Bldg Aide/ Morning Care $ 

Mrs.  Bedi – Fourth Grade $ 
Mrs. Eversole – Fifth Grade $ 

Mr. Litow -  Jr. High Teacher, 6th Homeroom $ 
Mrs. Loehle – Jr. High Teacher, 7th Homeroom $ 

Mrs. Mazur – Jr. High Teacher, 8th Homeroom $ 

Deacon Gay – Technology Coordinator $ 
Mrs. Vogt – STEAM Teacher, Technology $ 

Mrs.  Swann – P.E. $ 
Mrs. Reyna - Art $ 

Mrs. Unruh – Music, Upper Building Aide $ 

Mrs. Eilermann – Upper Building Aide $ 
Mrs. Wilde – Upper Building Library $ 

Father Patrick - Pastor $ 
Mrs. DeMar - Principal $ 

Mrs. Brouch – Administrative Assistant $ 
Mrs. Becker – Office Assistant $ 

Mrs. Frieders – Morning Care $ 

Mrs. Fata – After Care $ 
Sr. Jackie – After Care $ 

Mrs. Genovese – After Care $ 
Laura Valdez – Custodial, Misc. $ 

 





 




