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The Principal’s Corner: 

Dear Parents, 

This week I am struck by some amazing characteristics I saw in people all day on Friday.  I saw 
leadership with the teachers all day and I saw leadership with parents at Food Truck Friday. 
Today, I want to speak to you about leadership.  I want to remind you that we are working on 
the book The Leader in Me with all of the students.  Mrs. Kopin even found the Leader in Me 
version for little children!  I was so tickled when she came in my office with it!  Mr. Digate told 
me he is using 7 Habits of Effective People with his soccer team!  How cool is that?  We are 
working on Habit #3.   

Habit #3 Put First Things First 

Work First, Then Play:  I spend my time on things that are most important.  This means I 
say no to things I know I should not do.  I set priorities, make a schedule, and follow my 
plan.  I am disciplined and organized. 
 

This week I want to relate all of this Habit forming to the leadership that we saw in Jesus!   

The Top Ten Leadership Principles of Jesus 

Mark 8:34-38 

The Gospels demonstrate beyond all doubt that Jesus really is the Ultimate Leader. No one has 

influenced people more than he.  Although he never wrote a book or taught in a seminary, his 

movement continues to grow over two thousand years after he departed from the earth! Let’s 

look at the top ten leadership principles we see in his life, as recorded in the four Gospels: 

1. Leadership is servanthood (Mt 20:25-28; Mk 8:35).  That’s why I say it is an honor to 

“serve here” not work here.  I am a servant leader. 

2. Let your purpose prioritize your life. (Mt 6:33, Lk 19:10, Jn 17:4) Each of us is called to 

do something.  I knew when I was in 1st grade I wanted to be a teacher and by 4th grade I 

knew I wanted to be the principal by watching a man named Mr. Humbert be a principal!  

My respect for him and the way he led students and teachers was huge at the age of 10!  

I KNEW what I wanted to do because of him!  Children are always watching!  What do 

they see from us each day?   

3. Live the life before you lead others (Lk 7:22-23, Jn 14:11) I believe that in order to be a 

good leader, you need to be a good follower first.  You need to be able to listen, and 

take direction.  All of us has a boss.  We need to show respect to that person and be a 

good follower.  Also remember however that good leaders need support too!  Your high 

flyers in your school or business need your love and encouragement to remain high 

flyers.  Yes…they are self-motivated, but give them your time and energy to develop 

them and reassure them that they really do amazing work! 

4. Impact comes from relationships, not positions (Lk 9:6, jn 4:5-30).  This is why it is SO 

important I spend time with the teachers and with the children.  In order to influence 



 

people’s thinking you need to spend time with them.  It’s through building positive 

relationships that positive change comes forth.  Positive change is built on trust. 

5. Leaders must replenish themselves. (Mk 1:35-38, 6:31).  This is something that I 

struggle with and truly it is a bit of a weakness.  How about you?  I will go and go until I 

am wiped out.  I started taking small naps on the weekends a year ago and I find it 

recharges me and I can go many more hours with a 30 min nap!  Some people can’t do 

that- it makes them more tired!  I can turn into the energizer bunny after 30 minutes!  

Look out world! 

6. Great leaders call for great commitment (Mt 10:17, Mk 8:34-38).  I ask a lot of my 

teachers, but they know I am here for them when they need me!  I have found I can 

count on every single one of them as well! 

7. Show security when handling tough issues (Mk 11:27-33, When you are at your work do 

you show confidence and calm when things go wrong?  Everything doesn’t need to be 

drama- right? Providing calm in a storm takes strength.  Let’s work toward that! 

8. Credibility comes by meeting needs and solving problems (Lk 5:12-15, 8:38-39). 

This is just a fact.  As the people see you stay calm and solve issues- trust is gained.  

Teams consist of trust and relationship building.  I see this developing with our teaching 

staff, Home and School, Education Commission, and School Improvement.  I see it 

developing at Staff Meetings where we can all state our case and ask questions and get 

them answered.  

9. Leaders must choose and develop their key people (Mk 3:15, Lk 10:1).  Every leader 

has their “crew.”  The people you rely on to help move the whole group forward.  It is 

amazing, but there are MANY leaders in this school that shine.  This is something I am 

appreciating at Annunciation.  From the teachers there are many, the Office staff is 

incredible! The Instructional Assistants are leaders, and our Facilities manager Manny is 

a leader!  We cannot forget that some of our parents are total leaders as they step 

forward to volunteer for different events.  I see it, recognize it, and try to write you an 

email about it!  Thank you for your leadership!  If everyone takes a small role…we build 

an incredible team of POSITIVE and ACTIVE people!!!!  Now it gets fun! 

10. There is no success without a successor (Mt 28:20, Ac 1:8).  A good leader is constantly 

developing their people and sharing their craft.  They don’t “know everything.”  They are 

resourceful and they find answers to questions if they don’t know the answer.  They 

develop different skills watching people’s God-given talents.  They plug into their talents 

and have the ability to know who to put in charge of what. They use the technique of 

gradual release when assigning jobs and check in with people without smothering them 

with the way “they” would do it.  Allow for people’s creativity and you will see people 

shine!  The joy of leadership is seeing the people all around you shine for doing THEIR 

best work!  What a blessing!   

This week let us pray over our students who are learning to be “leaders” as children of God.  

How special they are!  I even see leaders all the way down to our precious little preschool 

people!  Please think about the 10 top leadership principles of Jesus this week.  How can you 

use them in your walk of life! 

In Christ’s Love-  Mrs. DeMar 



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Beginning next week, Annunciation School will present to our students the “Empowering God’s 
Children” Training Program.  This program has been approved by Bishop David J. Malloy.  We 
offer the program as part of our ongoing commitment to create and maintain a safe environment 
for our children and protect them from sexual abuse, and to instruct them in the integrity of their 
persons and bodies.  Please click on this link to get more information on what will be presented 

by grade level. 
                                           https://www.rockforddiocese.org/safe-environment/virtus/ 

 
You have the right to choose whether your child participates in this instruction.  Please watch the 
videos you will find when clicking on the link.  If you have questions, or do not want your Child 
to participate, please contact Mrs. DeMar no later than Friday, September 23.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

This Friday, September 23, is the first School Spirit Day of the year.  “Spirit 
Day” is held once a month, usually on the fourth Friday of the month.  Dates 
are indicated on the school calendar.  On this day, students may dress down 

for free if they wear “Annunciation” or Vikings” apparel, or the school 
colors of blue and white.   This does include Walkathon shirts from past 

years, but does not include a shirt with a logo from a professional sports team, a college, or high 
school, etc.  If a student chooses not to wear spirit wear, he/she may wear the regular school 
uniform.  All rules for dress down days apply to spirit days also.   
 
School spirit wear may be purchased through the company “Naperville Spirit Wear”.  Please go 
to the school website, annunciationbvm.org.  There is a link to Naperville Spirit Wear on the 
home page. 
 
Show your school spirit this Friday! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

PLEASE put your child’s name in the clothing he/she wears to school.  This 

includes sweatshirts, coats, shoes, uniform clothing changed at gym class, gym 

uniforms, etc.  You would be amazed at the items that end up in our lost and found 

bins.  We can’t return lost items if they don’t have a name. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

P.E. Shirts have finally arrived.  We are still waiting on the shorts.  If your 4th – 8th grader 

needs a P.E. shirt, please have him/her come the office to purchase one.  If you placed an order at 

packet pick-up, please send in your payment and we will send home a shirt.  P.E. shirts are $8.00 

each.   After this week, all students in grades 4 – 8 must wear an official school P.E. shirt to gym 

class.  The shorts should arrive in several more weeks. 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Just a reminder regarding sick children -   As much as we love to see your child in 

school, we definitely want you to keep your student home when he/she is not feeling well.  

Also, students are not allowed to return to school until they have been fever free, without a 

pain reliever, and have not vomited for at least 24 hours.  Students diagnosed with strep 

must be out for at least 24 hours after starting an antibiotic.  If your child is diagnosed with 

COVID, please contact the office for the latest guidelines.  All cases of strep, Covid and RSV 

must be reported to the office even if they occur on the weekend and no school time is missed.  If 

you would like to pick up your child’s work, please contact his/her teacher in the morning to 

inform them that you will be coming for it.  

Thank you for adhering to these rules that are meant to help keep our entire school community 

healthy. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

By now at least one parent in the family should have received an email from VIP 

photography with instructions on viewing your child’s portraits.  Even if you do 

not plan to purchase any portraits, please look at them because you will have an 

opportunity to choose the portrait you would like to use for the class composite 

and the yearbook.  If you did not get an email from VIP, please contact the 

office. 

Retake day is scheduled for Friday, October 21.  Students absent on picture day will be 

photographed that day along with anyone else wishing a retake. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Important Update Regarding Volunteering  - We need YOU as a 
volunteer.  But before you can volunteer you must complete the forms 
required by the diocese. Please call the rectory at 630/851-1436 and ask 
for Mrs. Clark.  She will be able to guide you in getting everything 
completed. We can't wait to see you here at school! 
--------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Volunteers are needed to help distribute pizza on Fridays at lunch time.  Please click 

on this link to the sign-up genius to volunteer. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B084DACA82CA5F49-pizza/68409489 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

We are looking for a volunteer or two to be in charge of the yearbook.  This is a job 

that is made much easier if you work on it throughout the school year.  You would be 

in charge of layout, but would not be in charge of taking pictures yourself.  If you 

would like more information, please call the office.  Mrs. Kim Becker did a great job with the 



yearbook last year and she would be happy to talk to you about it.  We must get a chairperson in 

order to have a yearbook for this year! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Follow along with how well our sports teams are doing, or make plans to attend a game.  
The Aurora Catholic School sports league has a website that gives current information for 
all of the teams in the league, including schedules and standings.  Check it out at 
www.AuroraAreaCatholicLeague.com 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Mark your calendars and save the date of October 13 at 7:30 for a return of the Luminary 

Mass.  This is a beautiful mass held in the cemetery that you won’t want to miss. 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process for those adults 

interested in learning The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a 

process for those adults interested in learning more about the Catholic 

faith in order to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and 

Eucharist. 

  
This process is for all men and women who are baptized in another Christian church, but are in 
need of further instruction or initiation, or to complete the sacraments of Initiation. Persons never 
baptized are referred to as Catechumens, while those baptized are called Candidates. 
  
Our first session will be on Monday evening, September 26, at 7pm, in the Parish Patio. 
  
For more information, please call Mary at 630-851-1436. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 

Recreational Men’s Basketball returns to the Annunciation Gym!                  
All Annunciation dads of all skill levels are invited to join us for some fun and exercise. 
Friday nights 8-10pm 
Contact Bill Mattas 630-561-4220 or mattasb@yahoo.com with any questions and to let me 
know if you plan on playing. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Afternoon Patrol Schedule – Week of September 26 

    Nick Kackert, Annalyse McCarty and Will Wilde 

 

 

SIGHTS AROUND ANNUNCIATION SCHOOL 




