
Annunciation School Newsletter 
September 7, 2022 

Annunciationbvm.org 
 

 

Dear Parents, 

Iowa Flex Testing 

This week we began testing using The Iowa Flex Testing system.  This is the first time 
that the students are doing testing electronically!  We will be doing this test four times 
during the school year and it will help us to progress monitor our students. The 8th 
graders went first yesterday with their Reading and Math.  They did very well as most of 
our students are pretty “techy.” 

The students come in and sit to wait for directions.  They put their student I.D. in the top 
right box and then the code for the particular test in the box below.  The screen then 
comes up with their name on it.  Their name is bold on the screen so we can tell just 
who is up!  Next Deacon Ken (Our new Tech Coordinator) hits the tab for the test to 
begin and they are off!  There is no talking during the test.  The students were told to 
bring paper and pencil with them to the testing session to work on problems for the 
math portion.  When the time is up we call it and then they get a 15-minute break.  We 
are doing two sessions in the morning- one is reading and one is math, and then we 
begin in the afternoon with the next class with math.  So yesterday 8th did Reading and 
Math, and then they went back to class and then 7th came in for their Math portion. 

All of this is new to Deacon Ken and he worked really hard to figure everything out by 
watching all of the training videos!  We had very few glitches yesterday and what did go 
a little strange only took a second or two to fix!  Yay- Deacon Ken!  You Rocked it! 

Please remind students to stay with the testing and do their very best.  One or two more 
questions thoughtfully answered can move them into another category up- so just 
guessing down the line and hurrying to be finished isn’t a good option. 

I was proud with the perseverance of the students.  They really stayed with it and tried 
really hard to do their best!  Hopefully, the rest of the testing will go just as well! 

 

Covey’s Work Adapted for Annunciation Students: 

Habit #2 will be covered for the next two weeks in each classroom.  This is how it 

reads from a student perspective.  Please discuss this habit with your children at 

home.  Remember we are working with the book “The Leader in Me.”  A book 

about developing leaders in children.  As I look around this school I see some 

students who really stand out as leaders, and others who are working to become 

leaders! 

 

 



 

At today’s mass I saw Madeline Becker and Melanie Martinez help the young 

choir students sing at the correct times.  There were many parts of the mass to 

remember so having the two older girls there to guide them while Mrs. Unruh 

plays the organ really helped!  Madeline and Melanie also helped them to know 

where to stand, and where to go for communion.  The altar is small by the organ 

so with each piece they had to guide the younger students. These two girls were 

perfect examples of students leading students!  Great Job girls! 

 

Here is Covey’s Habit #2 

“The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Annunciation BVM Students and Staff” 

Habit #2:  Begin with the End in Mind 

Student Description:  I plan ahead and set goals.  I do things that have meaning and 
make a difference.  I am an important part of my classroom and my school.  I contribute 
to my school’s mission, and I look for ways to be a good citizen and disciple of Jesus 
Christ.   

Here is the Mission of Annunciation School: 

The mission of Annunciation BVM School is to inspire our students to follow Christ’s 
example and approach the world with a servant’s heart, while striving for academic 
excellence.   

Here are the questions I would like for you to ask your child: 

1. Are you planning ahead and setting goals?  Ask them to be specific. 
2. What are you doing that has meaning and makes a difference? 
3. What do you contribute to your classroom and to your school?  (Each one of you 

is important to your classmates and to the school.  Can you articulate what you 
do to help your classmates and the school?) 

4. How do you contribute to the mission of the school? 
5. What specifically are you doing to be a good citizen and Disciple of Jesus Christ? 

 

From the Principal’s Corner: 

This week I was thinking about my blessings.  I will share my blessings with you 
from week #1. 

 
#1.  I am blessed to be married to a really wonderful man.  Mr. DeMar believes in what I 
do as a principal and he gives me space to do what I need to do for the good of the 
school.  That means time away from the home front and sometimes there are times 
when my face is stuck in a computer.  It also has meant that he has always helped with 
chores at home.  I am blessed to be married to a man who really knows how to cook.  I 
will never be a skinny gal, but I will always be HAPPY!  



 

 

#2.  I feel blessed to have made the decision to come to Annunciation.  I really like the 
people!  I love the teachers and the kids.  I have enjoyed meeting many parents and a  
large amount of parishioners already! Coming to work is a joy for me.  They say if you 
love what you do, you will never work a day in your life!  We have settled in so nicely to 
the new school year and I couldn’t be happier.  I have observed every single teacher in 
their classroom and written up what they call a Walkthrough on each one of them.  This 
is where you look at Charlotte Danielson’s 4 Domains and identify strengths and areas 
to work on in the classroom for the teacher.  There are excellent teachers here who 
really care deeply about the children and the content they are teaching!  They want to 
help raise these children in our faith and that is extremely important to them! 

Remember, if you should have an issue, pick up the phone and ask Mrs. Brouch if you 
can come see me, or email me.  I will respond as fast as I can. Remember to always 
talk to the teacher first and THEN come to me.  It is so much better to talk things out 
face to face because then I see your facial expressions and hear the tone of your 
voice.  Your facial expressions and voice fill out the picture of what you are trying to 
convey! 

#3.  I am making friends with other principals who can help me in this diocese.  No 
matter where you go there are things to learn.  If you are in a new Diocese, then you 
have new things to learn about their system.  If you are in a new school, you have new 
traditions to learn and people to get to know.  Lucky for me I love people and that part of 
the job is SUPER fun for me!  I am so impressed by the deep dedication of the people 
who volunteer to do different things.  We had over 50 people say that they wanted to be 
Room Parents this year.  Now that’s AWESOME!  Thank you to each one of those who 
signed up to help! 

 
Last Question: 

Did you make the time to write in your Blessings Journal this week?  If you haven’t 
done it yet get to the $1.25 Store and get that notebook!  (Inflation at the Dollar 
Store!)  Before you know it you are going to really be grateful for the big and small 
things that bless your life! 

Have a great weekend.  Go out and show the world the “Light of Jesus” burning in YOU! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Mrs. DeMar 

 



Curriculum Night will be held for parents on September 8th promptly at 6:30 p.m. 

beginning in the gym.  The schedule for the evening is as follows: 

6:30 p.m.    Welcome from Mrs. DeMar, principal 

                    Introduction of Faculty and Staff 

                    Several short presentations from Tradition of Excellence, Athletics and Home and 

                              School. 

7:00- 7:15    Classroom Visits begin for Preschool – Grade 5 

All Junior High Parents remain in gym for short presentation by Junior High 

          Teachers 

7:15 – 7:30    Classroom Visits 

7:30 – 7:45   Final Session of Classroom Visits 

7:45 p.m.      Evening Concludes 

 

We hope to see you tomorrow night. 

                      

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, September 14 is Picture Day.  We will be using the same 

company as last year, Visual Image Photography – VIP.   

All students will be photographed on picture day. Soon after picture day, parents 

will receive an email from VIP with a code and instructions on viewing your 

child’s pictures. Pictures can be ordered online and will be mailed to you. 

Students may dress down for Picture Day, but the same rules that apply for dress down days also 

apply to Picture Day.  The dress code can be found in the Student Handbook online.  Please call 

the office if you have any questions. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mark your calendar for Food Truck Friday on September 16th from 4-8pm! Bring your family 

and friends out for an evening filled with food and fellowship. There will be music, a lemonade 

stand, bake sale, raffles, and food trucks. TEAM FIB, Gillerson's Grubbery, and Ollie's Custard 

will be joining us this year.  For more information go to https://www.annunciationbvm.org/food-

truck-friday-2022 or scan the QR code on the flyer. There will also be the early bird drawing for 

the $20K Raffle. We can't wait to see you there!  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Have you bought or sold your ticket for the $20,000 raffle yet? Don’t miss 

out on the Early Bird Drawing next week at Food Truck Friday! Make sure 

to get your payment sent into the school office for your chance at $500. If 

you need more tickets, they will be available at Curriculum Night or contact 

Kim Becker at Tradition@annunciationbvm.org. Tickets can also be purchased online at 

TOE2022.givesmart.com. If you decide to purchase your ticket online, you will need to turn your 

paper ticket into the school office as you will be issued a new ticket number online. 



DISMISSAL ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 IS AT 2:00 P.M.   THERE WILL BE AFTER 

SCHOOL CARE STARTING AT 2:00. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FACTS Invoices: 

Several charges were posted to the FACTS accounts today.  The first fee is the 

Party Fee.  This fee is $10.00 per child and is due on October 5.  This fee 

covers the cost of the three classroom parties each year, Halloween, Christmas 

and Valentine’s Day.  It is due on October 5. $40.00 per child.  This fee is due on September 17.  

After September 17, students will not be able to participate in sports until the fee is paid. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Reminder – Orders for this week’s Pizza Friday are due tomorrow at noon.  If you are new 

to pizza Friday, this is what you need to know.  Parents may log into their SchoolSpeak 

account to place an order for their child to receive cheese pizza at lunch time on Friday. 

Pizza is provided by Pizza Now.  Orders must be placed by noon of the Thursday 

before the Friday pizza is being served.  So, if you would like to order pizza for this 

Friday, you must place the order on SchoolSpeak by tomorrow at noon.  You may also order 

in advance through December.  Pizza can only be purchased through SchoolSpeak in advance.  It 

will not be available for purchase on Fridays.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Milk distribution for the first semester started yesterday.  If you would still like to order milk 

for your child, please log in to your SchoolSpeak account TODAY and place your order there.  

We are only able to offer chocolate milk.  White milk will not be available due to the very 

small number of orders for white milk.   TODAY IS THE LAST DAY YOU CAN ORDER 

MILK! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Important Update Regarding Volunteering  - We need YOU as a volunteer.  
But before you can volunteer you must complete the forms required by the 
diocese. (This does not include being fingerprinted.) Please call the rectory at 
630/851-1436 and ask for Mrs. Clark.  She will be able to guide you in getting 
everything completed. We can't wait to see you here at school! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to be a room parent.  There 
were many more volunteers than were needed.  All of the room 
parents have now been contacted.  If you were not contacted, please 
know that we appreciate your interest in helping and that there will be 
other opportunities to help in the classroom. 



--------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We are looking for a volunteer to be in charge of next year’s yearbook.  It is a great 

way to earn your service credits.  If you are interested, please call the office.  Mrs. 

Becker will be happy to talk to you about the project. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Any students in Grade 2 – 8 who would like to sing as a group on the altar 

for the Wednesday All-school Masses, and be a part of the “Joyful Noise 

Choir,” should meet Mrs. Unruh in church on Wednesday mornings for 

practice.  Please notify your child’s teacher in advance if your child will be going directly to 

church that day and not reporting to school first. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

All students in grades 3 through 8 are invited to join the Annunciation 

Junior Choir.   Rehearsals begin TONIGHT, September 7, at 5 p.m. in 

church.  Please bring a parent to the first rehearsal for registration 

purposes. The parent meeting will be fifteen minutes long and the 

students stay until 6:15 p.m.  The Junior Choir is under the direction of Mrs. Pat Doctor. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Important Extended Care Information: 

If you plan to have your child use extended care, you must first turn in an emergency information 

form specifically for extended care. Morning care begins at 7:00 a.m. Aftercare begins at 3:10 

and ends at 5:30.   Students must be picked up by 5:30.   

You will receive an invoice for extended care use during the first three weeks of school next 

Wednesday, September 14.  All daycare payments will be made on your FACTS account.   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Gym Uniforms for 4th – 8th Graders 

All students in grades 4 – 8 are required to wear a gym uniform for PE class.  We still have some 

sizes in stock and have placed a bulk order for more uniforms.  However, the order may not 

come in until the end of September.  If your child needs a uniform and you did not already place 

an order for one, please contact the office.  Uniform shorts are $10.00 and shirts are $8.00.   

If your child needs a size we do not currently have in stock, he/she may wear gym shorts of an 

appropriate length and a solid colored t-shirt until our new stock comes in.   

Please feel free to call the office if you have questions. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 

Band through Music Education Services will once again be offered to our students. The 

deadline to enroll your 4th – 8th grader for band is Friday, September 9, 2022.  Please see the 

flyer at the end of the newsletter for more information. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Afternoon Patrol Schedule – Week of September 12 

   Josh Shimp, Nathan Graham, Lauren Tranchita  

 

Last week, one of our grads, Chris Unruh, Class of 2010, returned to talk to the junior high 

students in the STEAM lab about rockets.  Our students are working on their balloon rocket 

projects.   Chris is about to receive a Bachelor’s degree in Aviation Science and Maintenance 

Science from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and we thank him for spending time and 

sharing his knowledge with our current students. 












