
 

 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to the new year!  We are excited to be back and we are thrilled to see our students again 

and move forward with 2023!  Can you believe it, the year 2022 flew by! 

Students are doing great settling back in.  I have seen every class and teachers are busy working away 

with their students and their January Curriculum. 

Planning for the 2023-2024 School Year:  We have created next year’s calendar.  It is waiting to be 

approved by Father Patrick.  Of course we cannot guarantee a Confirmation date as of yet, nor can we 

give you next years’ graduation date until we hear from our high schools regarding their dates.  As soon 

as we get those dates and approval from Father we will send it out to you.  Planning ahead is so fun as it 

really helps you see how your future is going to look and seeing the calendar will help you see that it 

aligns with our Catholic values very carefully.  I was reminded of this statement from a seminar I 

attended online a few weeks ago.  Our Preparation + God’s Providence = Success 

We work to meet the mission of our school.   

First we want to inspire our students to follow Christ’s example and approach the world with 

a servant’s heart:  To this extent we give students jobs every day so that they learn to embrace 

service.  Safety Guards outside, runners between buildings, helping to set up for events etc…  

However, we also want them to learn to help those in need.  They went to work at Toys for Tots 

this year and thoroughly enjoyed the experience and they also went to Feed My Starving 

Children.  As you parents know, Jr. High students are expected to give their time to service 

hours.  These may include any of the above activities, but you will also see teams going to do 

things together, and scouts serving within the community.  They may even make cards for 

veterans or the elderly.  These are just a few of the ways our students meet this goal of 

following Christ’s example. 

Next, expect our students to strive for academic excellence.  Which means that we have to 

teach them how to prepare for excellence.  This comes as simply as showing our students how 

to set up a homework page for math that will be turned in, and using complete sentences when 

answering questions in class or on a written form of some type.  We expect our students to 

study for their classes.  The question was- do they know how to study?  They have been taught 

to make vocabulary cards, they have been taught to write a question and leave space for the 

answer and then the teacher guides them on how to make a complete answer so their answer 

can stand on its’ own.  These things don’t just happen naturally- they must be taught.  They 

have been taught to use legends or keys to read maps.  Students have been taught to preview 

the questions at the end of the chapter in order to read with purpose.  They have been taught 

to read the captions within the text ahead of time and read the captions below pictures and 

graphs as well.   



I bet you wonder how you could help your child on a night when there is NO homework.  (If 

there ever IS a night with no homework!)  Just ask them to bring home the subject that is 

hardest for them on those nights every single time there is no homework.   Then sit WITH them 

and reread their current chapter with them, or even a section that they thought was confusing.  

The time that you spend connecting with them is SO important.  If you did one section a night it 

would take you 15 minutes a night and your child would go into class, so much more confident 

having discussed it with someone like mom or dad!  I used to do this while I prepared a meal for 

my boys.  Let them read it and then you discuss it as you go along! 

Following Christ’s example isn’t just about giving time, studying, or getting good grades.  

Following Christ’s example has to do with what kind of person we are helping to create!  Our 

teachers are dedicated to teaching the Catholic Religion to our students.  They teach religion 

from 8:30-9:15 every day, but beyond that they teach the virtues every moment of every day.  

When I walk into classrooms I hear the tone of voice each teacher uses with the students.  I 

love it when I walk into a classroom and a teacher has a child pulled to the side making what I 

call, “a soft correction.”  Leaving their student with dignity they teach the child why doing what 

they just did is not appropriate.  Then they go seamlessly back to whatever they were doing.  

Most of the time when I walk into a classroom, I see a teacher walking around the classroom 

while teaching.  Calling evenly on students to share their thoughts and ideas.  Here’s the deal… 

sometimes at the Jr. High level you would see kids not willing to share their opinions.  NOT 

HERE!  In these classrooms I see hands up all day long!  The students are dying to get the 

attention of the teacher so they can read, go to the board, answer a question, ask a question, 

or share an opinion!  Academic excellence is happening each day!   

I say all of this because I want you to know that we are working our mission statement every 

single day!  I have a team of teachers who give 110% to their kids.  I see them giving up part of 

their lunch hour to work with students who are struggling in their class.  I see them giving 

students a chance to correct answers, and I see them re-teaching what might have been 

confusing to the children!  

Do you know what else I see?   Well behaved children!  Do we have our share of “full moon” 

days sometimes?  Absolutely!  You would be a little stir crazy too if it was too cold to go out for 

four to five days in a row and you just needed to get the willies out!  But the vast majority of 

our children handle it and they do beautifully! 

Let’s talk about the joy we feel coming to work every day!  The kids are funny, and they make 

our day with what they say and do!  To me, the teachers are just as funny as they share their 

stories of what has gone on in their classrooms!  In addition to being funny, most importantly 

they are effective!  It is my greatest joy to write their evaluations and tell them what a fine job 

they are doing with their students! 

I want all of us to sit back and realize how very lucky we are to have one another in this new 

year!  We have been blessed to be serving 3rd generation families at Annunciation.  It’s time for 



us to talk this school up to every single person we meet!  Our numbers are not going to be easy 

to increase with students right around the school.  We are going to have to reach out as you go 

to different events!  Wear your Annunciation gear!  January 29th we have an Open House here 

at school.  Invite someone from your neighborhood that you know and bring them over.  Word 

of mouth is one of the most powerful marketing tools we have!  The Education Commission 

(School Board) and Home and School are working with me to produce some new Marketing 

Booklets for incoming prospective families once again as we have run out of them.  We are 

updating them and sending them off soon!  Please help us by asking someone you know to 

check us out!  All I can say, is I have been in many schools in my time…but Annunciation is 

SPECIAL.  The kids are GREAT and the teachers are loving and AMAZING with their students!  

Annunciation- A Tradition of Excellence still lives every single day in our hearts! 

God bless all of you!  I am so happy to be here!  Join us in bringing more people into the fold! 

Mrs. DeMar 
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Due to the Martin Luther King Holiday, there will be no school on Monday, January 16. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This Friday, January 13, 2023, is the second Tradition of Excellence Dress Down Day.  Students 

may use a pass purchased at Tradition of Excellence to dress down.  Students without a pass 

should be in uniform.  Passes are no longer available for purchase.        

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This Friday, January 13, is the last day in the second quarter.  Report cards will be published on 

SchoolSpeak on January 20. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, January 31 is Hot Lunch Day from Culvers.  You may now place your 

child’s order on SchoolSpeak.  Orders are due by January 25. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Home and School is sponsoring a Dine Out Night this Friday, January 13th, at Two Brothers 

from 5:00 – 11:00 p.m.  The 8th grade class is also offering open gym/daycare for students 

on this evening from 5:00 – 8:00.  Please see the information at the end of the newsletter for 

more information or to register by tomorrow. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

As part of Tradition of Excellence 2023, we would like to bring back the golf 

outing.  We are looking at possibly having it at the Aurora Country Club but it 

would have to be on a Monday (because that is the only day that we could 

get the Aurora Country Club) in June.  We would like to find out how much 

interest there would be.  Please click on the link below to let us know if you 

are interested.    

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BVBRYYG 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Several years ago, Annunciation School had an active Cub Scout troop.  

Unfortunately, that troop was disbanded.  We are hoping to start a troop once 

again at Annunciation.  Today, all boys in grades K – 5 are bringing home a 

flyer about Cub Scouts.  If you are interested in learning more, please plan to 

attend a meeting at school on January 17 at 6:00 p.m. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Afternoon Patrol Schedule – Week of January 17  

    Ryan Cibulskis, Irelyn Curry, and Liam Eilermann 



 

 

  

Dine Out Date Night 

*Mention this event to your server when or show flyer* 

*8th grade class is offering open gym  

5-8:00pm for this event!!!* 
There will be pizza, snacks, drinks, craft, open gym and a movie 

 

Please pay at drop off that night. 
$15 for 1 or first child 

$10 per child after the first child 

---‐‐------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Please return the bottom of this form by 12/7 if interested in this service 
so we can plan #of pizzas and snacks.  
 

Family name_____________________________________________________ 

 

Name and age of child(ren)_____________________________________ 

Two Brothers will donate 10% of Sales 



Annunciation Athletic Committee
Men’s Athletic Fundraiser
Friday, February 10, 2023

6:00 PM - Midnight

Dear Annunciation Friends, Families and Supporters, 

Men of the parish, family and friends - please join us for a night of fun and excitement!  This is our athletic program’s
largest fundraiser.  Every dollar will go to our athletic program to offset the cost of uniforms, supplies, equipment and
league / tournament fees.  Over the years, this event has raised thousands of dollars for our student athletes.

Please spread the word about this event to your friends and family. Tickets to the event are only $10.00, which will
be sold at the door.  This entry fee includes a delicious meal and beverages.

We are also offering numerous other raffle prizes, a 50/50 drawing, Superbowl Squares and more!  We will have
blackjack tables and there is plenty of room to have your own games.

We are always extremely thankful for donations for our raffle tables.  Nothing is too small!  Examples of popular raffle
items include sports memorabilia / tickets, tools, golf items, and electronics.  We will also accept cash donations.

Thank you all for any help you can give us.  We are truly blessed with a generous school and parish.  If you are
interested in volunteering to work the event or making a donation, please email me or contact any Athletic Committee
member.

Thank you,

Michele Sojka
Annunciation BVM Athletic Director
msojka@annunnicationbvm.org

The 2022-2023 Committee Members
Michele Sojka - Athletic Director

Dave Schuster
Melinda Shimp
Sarah O’Carroll

Holly Watermann












