
 

 

Dear Parents, 

This week the Student Spotlight is on the 8th Grade Social Studies class.  The 

students were assigned a project to create a Vacation Brochure.  They were to 

include at least 5 locations, tell why it was an interesting place, and why they 

wanted to go there.  Lastly, they were to explain a little bit about the cost of the 

trip.  I was given the projects to judge.  It was a pleasure to read what each 

student had put together and to see their opinions in writing.  I enjoyed all of 

them! 

First Place goes to:   Ellie Tuma 

Second Place goes to:   Nick Kackert 

Third Place went to:  Felipe Bueno 

Congratulations to all!  Good job!   

From the Principal’s Corner:  Decision Making in Leadership 

This week I am focusing on decision making as a leader.  So much of what we do each day is based on 

thoughtful but “on our feet” decision making.  While thinking about this topic Proverbs 1 came to mind.   

My mom used to say when you went to a seminar or workshop that “If you get 1 to 2 Golden Nuggets to 

take back to the workplace for you to use- the seminar or workshop was worthwhile!”  My prayer is that 

you will receive a couple of things to think about while making decisions in the future. 

What can we take away from Proverbs 1 about decision making?   A lot! 

Take a look at Verse 7 first.  This is a powerful verse.  “The foundation of every decision is to honor 

God.”  Now that is a goal for every decision every single day…wouldn’t you say?  As leaders, we have to 

THINK!  Is what I am doing, saying, acting upon going to honor God?  If it isn’t…you have to rethink! 

Verse 8-9  We have to build off  our heritage and conscience:  What values should we embrace? 

This one follows our Catholic Doctrine.  Is what we are doing building off of our heritage as Catholics 

here at Annunciation?  Our decisions must center around that solid base.  

In verses 10-19 they state, “We must avoid the counsel of the ungodly. 

When we turn to someone for guidance, we need to be sure we turn to a Godly source.  This has always 

made me want to identify the people in my everyday life and decide, can I go to them for such counsel 

or not?  Many times we can do this through prayer.  Deacon Ken says, pray to your Saints, and pray to 



Mary and ask her to intercede for us!  That’s what we should be doing when big decisions come our 

way! 

Lastly, verses 32-33.  “We must move toward inner peace.”  Have you ever been in the position where 

making a decision was very difficult, but once made…you felt confident in it, and you felt good about?  A 

calm came over you that perhaps you had never known before?  That’s “inner peace.”   

Moving toward inner peace was exactly how I felt when I made the decision to interview for the 

principal’s position here at Annunciation.  Once I made the decision to fill out the application and I hit 

Send on the computer…an inner peace came over me like nobody’s business.  I knew I was doing the 

right thing and however it turned out…I knew I had done what was right for our family and I knew that I 

was ready to take on the responsibility of Annunciation BVM School.  I have never looked back since that 

day!   

These types of decisions remind me of being a young working mother.  Who would I choose to take care 

of Tommy and Ryan when I went to school?  When they were older, what types of friendships did I want 

them to build with children in our neighborhood or their school, and who did I want coaching them 

outside of school?  All of these decisions influence the type of person your children will one day become.  

You sending your children to Annunciation was a BIG, WISE, decision for your children.  You have given 

them a huge gift in Catholic Education!  Someday down the road your next decision will be- what high 

school and what college will they attend?  After college age, and you find that you have seen them 

through college and out into the work force…you are in a “guiding” role. At this point you pray the 

modeling you and your husband have done with decision making pays off!   Those of you still in the 

diaper stage are saying…WHAT?  So you say that stage is coming huh?  It feels so far away as I fold this 

90th load of clothes or towels for the week!  (Trust me, it will come faster than you would like it to!) 

Decision making is a skill.  Children need to be taught how to make decisions.  They need it calmly 

modeled for them.  A decision doesn’t always have to be right or wrong.  It can just be.  I have found 

that some people are very decisive.  They look at something and automatically think…NOPE, that’s not 

for me.  Others ponder a decision.  Some people make pros and cons lists. Me?  I am a talker.  I like to 

talk about the options with someone I trust who is a Godly person.  After talking I usually know what I 

want to do.  That being said, I have learned that 24 hours can change how I feel about something 

however, so it is good to give really important decisions some time to incubate.  You may think of even 

more important details to that decision!  Some people cannot stand that feeling of not knowing what is 

going to happen so they will rush a decision so that they feel like they are in “control” of it.  In the end, 

they realize, we are not the ultimate decision makers, but with prayer, common sense, and some critical 

thinking our decisions can lead to goodness.   

Are you making a decision today?  Does your decision honor God?  That’s what you need to think about.  

Is the way I am acting, is what I am doing, is what I am saying, is how I treat another person…honoring 

God?  Then it’s a good day to make that decision now, isn’t it? 

Blessings on all of your decision making. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Mrs. DeMar 
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This Friday, January 20, 2023, is Spirit Day.  Students may dress down for free if they wear 

Annunciation or Vikings apparel or the colors of Blue and White.          

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tuesday, January 31 is Hot Lunch Day from Culvers.  You may now place your 

child’s order on SchoolSpeak.  Orders are due by January 25. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Due to some technology issues, report cards will be available to view on your SchoolSpeak 

account after 4:30 on Monday, January 23rd, not January 20 as shown on the school calendar. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Catholic Schools Week will take place the week of January 29.  There will be many fun activities 

during the week and it will begin with an Open House on Sunday, January 29 from 11:00 a.m. – 

1:00 p.m. 

Home and School plans and runs Catholic Schools Week.  They are looking for some extra help 

with some of the activities.  Please click on the link below if you would like to help. (All Safe 

Environment forms required by the diocese must be completed.)  Thank you. 

Catholic Schools Week Events 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

As part of Tradition of Excellence 2023, we would like to bring back the golf 

outing.  We are looking at possibly having it at the Aurora Country Club but it would 

have to be on a Monday (because that is the only day that we could get the Aurora 

Country Club) in June.  We would like to find out how much interest there would 

be.  Please click on the link below to let us know if you are interested.    

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BVBRYYG 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PLEASE SEND KLEENEX! 

When school started we were not able to ask students to bring as many boxes of Kleenex 

as we knew we would need because we had no place to store them.  We have now used all 

of the boxes that were brought in at the start of the year.  If possible, please send another 

box with your child.  All of the runny noses will be so appreciative! 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Safety Issues at Primary Building Drop Off 
 

Please DO NOT pull into the drop off zone at the primary building headed north.  This is a 

major safety hazard for many reasons.  Only cars headed south are allowed to be in the drop off 

zone.  If you are headed north, you may park in the Marywood Community Center and walk 



 

your child across the street.  If you see a car pulling into the drop off zone that is headed north, 

please contact the office. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If your child uses extended care you must have an information form on file at the office.  If you 

think you might need extended care at some time in the future, you may request a form, complete 

it, return it, and be prepared in case something unexpected comes up.  Also, anyone who picks 

up your child must be listed on that form.  Please let us know if you need to add names to 

your form.  We will be happy to do it. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Afternoon Patrol Schedule – Week of January 23  

    Aubrina Hernandez, Quinn MacMartin and Maddy Miller 



 

Catholic Schools Week Schedule 

Jan. 29-Feb.4th 
 

Dear Parents, 

     

This year’s theme is “Star Wars” with an emphasis on Faith, Excellence, Service & Tradition! 

 

We will kick off Catholic Schools Week with an Open House 1/29. 

Please tell anyone interested in our school or Catholic education to stop in that day for a tour 

and to have any questions answered. 

 

We have an action packed week and will have a sign up genius set up for volunteers needed 

this week so please check out our link in next week’s newsletter. 

 

Dress Code rules apply for this week as well 

*Monday, 1/30-Star Wars Day 

Please bring one full box of cereal per student for a fun activity (will be 

donated to Aurora Interfaith Pantry) 

Dress in Star Wars shirt, costume or Space shirt 

 

*Tuesday, 1/31-Sports Team Day 

Last day to bring in full box of cereal 

Dress in your favorite sports team gear 

 

*Wednesday, 2/1-Teacher appreciation Day 

Please have your child show appreciation for their teacher on this day! 

Some examples: a kind note, gift, flowers, a drawing, candy, fruit 

Crazy Hat & Sock day with your uniform 

 

*Thursday, 2/2-PJ Day  

Please have each child bring 25 pennies in a baggie 

Dress in your PJs NO SLIPPERS 

 

*Friday, 2/3-Spirit Day 

Dress in Spiritwear or Blue and White 

 

*Saturday, 2/4-Funway Day 2-4pm 

Great way to close out a great week 



Annunciation Athletic Committee
Men’s Athletic Fundraiser
Friday, February 10, 2023

6:00 PM - Midnight

Dear Annunciation Friends, Families and Supporters, 

Men of the parish, family and friends - please join us for a night of fun and excitement!  This is our athletic program’s
largest fundraiser.  Every dollar will go to our athletic program to offset the cost of uniforms, supplies, equipment and
league / tournament fees.  Over the years, this event has raised thousands of dollars for our student athletes.

Please spread the word about this event to your friends and family. Tickets to the event are only $10.00, which will
be sold at the door.  This entry fee includes a delicious meal and beverages.

We are also offering numerous other raffle prizes, a 50/50 drawing, Superbowl Squares and more!  We will have
blackjack tables and there is plenty of room to have your own games.

We are always extremely thankful for donations for our raffle tables.  Nothing is too small!  Examples of popular raffle
items include sports memorabilia / tickets, tools, golf items, and electronics.  We will also accept cash donations.

Thank you all for any help you can give us.  We are truly blessed with a generous school and parish.  If you are
interested in volunteering to work the event or making a donation, please email me or contact any Athletic Committee
member.

Thank you,

Michele Sojka
Annunciation BVM Athletic Director
msojka@annunnicationbvm.org

The 2022-2023 Committee Members
Michele Sojka - Athletic Director

Dave Schuster
Melinda Shimp
Sarah O’Carroll

Holly Watermann










