
Principal’s Corner 

Dear Parents, 
 
After 14 years of dedicated service, Mrs. Julie Mattas has chosen to retire from 
Annunciation Pre-school.   She has given 110% to her students throughout the years 
and has opened up the world of school learning to them as they came as precious little 
people to our Annunciation.  We want to wish her every happiness in her future and 
thank her for a job truly well done!  God bless Mrs. Mattas!  Please see her letter at the 
end of the newsletter. 
 
Mrs. DeMar and the Annunciation Staff 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A very special person shared this story with me.  I want to share it with you! 

A friend went to mass on Ash Wednesday (like all of us did) and it was a beautiful mass.  When 

the priest got up to say the Homily he said,  

     “After today’s mass anyone who sees you with ashes on your forehead will know you are 

Catholic.”    He then asked, “How will they know you are Catholic tomorrow?”   

Then the priest sat down. 

I got to thinking about that powerful message:  How WILL they know we are Catholic each and 

every day? 

Do they see the love for Jesus shine out from within us? 

That’s what I want for all of our students.  The love of Jesus to shine out from them and people 

say, “Those Annunciation kids are really special!”   

 

Parents- We have made great ground this school year!  We are working on POSITIVITY across 

all levels here at Annunciation.  Here is what I will be looking for these last few months of 

school.   

• That we are all working to teach our students to follow school policies and not 

question them.   All adults at Annunciation signed off on a handbook.   

• That our students are following school rules and this includes showing respect to 

everyone around them, this includes their classmates and all staff.  Respect is 

shown verbally, through their body language, through their actions, and in their 

attitudes. 

• Helping our students to get to church on Sundays (They can’t drive- They have 

Sat. evening mass if you have engagements on Sundays- Please try.)   

• Helping all of our precious students to learn HOW to study and helping them to 

study!  Our students still need help with their work.  They are not college 

students yet!  They still need parent and teacher guidance and help! However, 



homework is meant to be done at home.  We have some students who are telling 

YOU that they don’t have homework, but they do!   

• That we are watching them emotionally as they walk in the doors of our school.  

We want our students to be happy, work hard at school, and have fun!  We want 

them to learn how to be resilient when they fail.  Failure although hard- teaches 

all of us new things.  Learning how to handle it is a life skill. 

•  Let’s work together to show the children what is GOOD and AMAZING about our 

school!  These students are so lucky to be in an environment like this, they have 

so MUCH to be grateful for here!  Let’s teach the children this attitude.  “We work 

together with a grateful heart to accomplish wonderful things!”  

 

Spotlight on Students:  

Random act of Kindness: 

The other day I was setting up for the teacher’s retreat and I needed more help.  I asked Nico 

Herrera if he would help me with the tablecloths, when all of a sudden his mom came in and 

started to help me as well. Together we set tables for the teacher’s breakfast at their retreat.  It’s 

that instant attitude of giving that touched my heart.  Thank you!  It was really important to me 

that the room looked special for them on their Retreat Day!   

All grade levels of students:  Mrs. Unruh and I have added some new songs into our 

Wednesday mass and the students have totally learned the words!  It is upbeat music and they 

really sing out when singing it at mass!  There is nothing like a whole church full of kids singing 

their little hearts out praising Jesus!  It is awesome!! 

Primary Students:  Pre-k through third grades  

Always entering the upper school quietly and respectfully!  Great Job! 

8th Graders; 

1. I noticed some of our boys have really learned how to be gentlemen.  Something as 

simple as holding open a door for a lady is such a respectful thing to do.  Mrs. Becker 

truly appreciated it this morning.  (Mauro Alanis) 

2. Our students take turns going to help “the precious littles” in The Little School.  Drew 

Seifrid was overheard handling the young students like a professional.  He was kind, 

encouraging, and really played with them!  He also expected their best behavior which 

he encouraged with a correcting but kind tone of voice!  Great job Drew! 

Fourth Graders:  Beautiful projects in Science that they shared with their classmates and 

parents! Great Job! We could tell you worked hard on those projects! They were fabulous! 

Fifth Graders:  Fifth graders worked on Pi activities in their classroom and then enjoyed Pi 

cookies and pies!  So much fun!!!!! 

 



Last Reminder:  We have had quite a few requests for vacation homework.  Please see our 

policy about vacation homework. Please know that we will try to work with you, but be aware of 

the policies if you would- before you go. It is impossible for students to catch up on class 

discussions where important learning takes place.  Students have two days upon their return to 

make up work from vacation. 

If there is a prolonged absence due to illness please contact the teachers as soon as possible. 

I hope you have a fantastic weekend!  Testing is finished and now we are working on make-ups. 

Thank you for sending your child rested to school with a good breakfast even and especially for 

make-up tests! 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Mrs. DeMar 
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This Friday, March 17, is St. Patrick’s Day.  It will be a free Green Dress Down Day! 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-- 

This month’s Hot Lunch Day is on March 21 and is from Sonic.  TODAY IS 

THE LAST DAY TO PLACE AN ORDER ON SCHOOLSPEAK FOR HOT 

LUNCH.  TOMORROW WILL BE TOO LATE! 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  Grandparent’s Day will be celebrated on Friday, March 24, starting with a program in 

the gym at 9:30 a.m.  Doors will open at 9:00 a.m. 

After the program, grandparents are invited to visit their 

grandchild/ren’s classroom and leave with their grandchild/ren.  

Dismissal will be at 11:00 a.m. for those that don’t leave earlier 

with a grandparent.  Students will not be allowed to leave earlier than 11:00 a.m. 

with anyone other than a grandparent, parent or special guest, unless we have a letter in 

the office stating the student has permission to leave with a specific person. 

Students may invite their grandparents or a special person to come to school for the 

program that day.   

Because of space limitations, we ask that parents do not attend Grandparent’s Day unless 

your child does not have anyone else attending for them, or grandparents need assistance. 

Thank you. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 Student Council is hosting a movie night on March 31st.  Kindergarten, 1st, 

and 2nd grade are invited to come to the gym to watch “Wallace and Grommit 

Claymation” from 3:15 - 4:15.  A chaperone will be required for each K - 2 

student.  The 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade kids are invited to watch “Wall-E” from 

4:30 - 6:30.  The 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students are invited to watch “Space 

Jam” from 6:45 - 8:30.  The cost is $3 per student for all grades, which 

includes 1 drink, 1 candy bar, and popcorn. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If any students have been waiting to purchase Gym Shorts in Adult Small, we 
do have some in stock and they may be purchased for $10.00 each. 

 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Over Catholic Schools Week we had two Author visits. 

Both had incredible stories to share.  

The Chicks Save Easter by Helena Rayos, shared with K-2. 

Through the Bible in 40 Riddles by Rick Bassett, shared with 3-8. 

If you didn’t get a copy when they were here, it’s not too late. We still have 

some copies in the office for purchase. $10 Each. 

They make great stories to share this Lent as you prepare for Easter. 

Share with Cousins or add to Easter Baskets. 

Email Patti Brouch at pbrouch@annunciationbvm.org or stop by the office. 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
We are very low on paper towels in both buildings.  If you are able to send a roll or two of 
paper towels, we would appreciate it!  We go through many paper towels as we use them to 
clean and disinfect desks and surfaces during the day.  These paper towels are not used by our 
maintenance teams. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
Afternoon Patrol Schedule – Week of March 20 
 
                     Mauro Alanis, Sergio Flores and Ren Tranchita 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
High School News from Marmion 

Marmion Academy invites 5th-8th grade boys and girls to a special matinee performance 
of GREASE on Saturday, April 1, 2023! This Go Cadets event will begin at 1:00pm with ice 

cream served in Marmion’s “Punch Bowl” and an opportunity for students to meet the characters in the 
show. The performance will begin at 2pm and after the show there will be a Q & A session as well as a 
meet and greet where students can ask questions of the performers and take photos as well. The event will 
end at approximately 4:30pm. 
  
The students and their families can view the performance at a reduced ticket price of $10. Tickets are on 
sale now!  (The Go Cadets activities are only available for student ticketholders who are in 5th-8th grade.) 
  
**Please note: Grease: School Version retains the fun-loving spirit and immortal songs of the 

blockbuster show, but removes any profanity, lewd behavior, and Rizzo's pregnancy scare. The song 

"There Are Worse Things I Could Do" is also deleted from this edition.  

 

High School News from Rosary 

Rosary High School is hosting an Easter Egg Hunt on March 25 at 10:00 a.m. for children in 

fifth grade and younger.  Please see more information at the end of the newsletter. 

 

High School News from Aurora Central Catholic 

ACC is presenting Chicago on March 24, 25, and 26.  Please see more 

information at the end of the newsletter. 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mrs. Eversole and the Fifth Grade Class celebrated Pi day on March 14. 



Dear Father Patrick, Mrs. DeMar, and Annunciation School Families,

            It is with mixed emotions that I send you this letter.  As you may or may 
not know, I became a Grandmother in December, and then again in February.  
The last of my four boys moved out in February as well, making Bill and I empty 
nesters.  With all these family changes occurring these past few months, I feel the 
need to be more available for my boys, my grandkids, Bill, and my mother.

            I have loved working with the preschoolers of Annunciation for the past 14 
years.  Watching them begin the school year with little “school knowledge”, to 
ending a year knowing how to write and recognize their names; recognize the 
letters of the alphabet, write the letters and make the letter sounds; and identify 
and count numbers.  The amazement in their eyes when you read Bible stories 
and teach them the true meaning of Christmas.  The warmth one feels when 
teaching about Jesus and kindness and watching the children make the effort to 
let others go first in line or throw away paper scraps for each other. The stories 
they have shared with me and the fun we have had together will always hold a 
special place in my heart, as will the kind words from their parents. 

            Thank you for giving me the opportunity to teach at Annunciation.  Please 
accept this letter of resignation as I will not be returning for the 2023-2024 school 
year.

                                                                                                            Sincerely,

                                                                                                            Mrs. Julie Mattas



    April 27th at 6:30 in the gym 

Come share your talent with everyone! 

Please fill this form out and return to the office.  First practice 

will be April 24th in the gym right after school until 4:30. I will 

need music sent to me by this date!  Dress rehearsal will be 

April 26th in the gym right after school 

until 4:30. Please return this form no 

later than April 17th. 

 

Name(s)_____________________________________________  

What you will be doing_________________________________ 

If you have any questions please contact Mrs. Jungels at 

jjungels@annunciationbvm.org. 

*All songs need to be school appropriate and must be approved in 

advance. 





REGISTRATION
IS OPEN

ROSARY HIGH SCHOOL
ATHLETIC CAMPS

ROSARY HIGH SCHOOL
901  N .  EDGELAWN
AURORA,  IL  60506

 https://il.8to18.com/Rosary




