
Dear Parents, 

The week we are going to speak to The Law of Empowerment: 

In John: 20 Jesus puts his final touches on the empowerment of his twelve followers, then turns 

them loose.  He gives them his peace, and breathes on them to receive the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  This peace and power would enable them to serve supernaturally.  Those men he 

mentioned were now ready to be change agents. 

I am asking you how we can do the same?  What steps can we take in our everyday lives 

of working, or teaching to mentor someone right near us and empower others?  Here are 

some of the steps Christ modeled for us that we can use in everyday life.  I am sure you try to 

use them!  Are there any new ones on the list you haven’t tried?  See if you can put them into 

play this week! 

1. Pray for conviction and vision:  Sometimes you plant some seeds and you have to 

give people time to think, in order to have them step into the vision WITH you! 

2. Select a person or group from your sphere of influence to mentor:  There are 

mentors all around us.  Some are mentors in teaching, the business world, mothering, 

being a father, being a good grandparent, being a Christ-like person.  Mentors are all 

around us and they come in different forms.  Right?  Make a list:   

People who have Mentored Me/Timeframe they Mentored    Me/Why do I think God 

put them on my path?  What did I learn from them? / lastly/People I Have Chosen to 

Mentor.  

3. Spend two initial meetings together to discuss expectations and goals:  When I am 

planting a vision I like to dream WITH people.  It is so fun to see what someone else can 

add to your thinking!  

4. Pray for the vision along the way by yourself and with the team. 

5. Ask for commitment.  Getting people to think and act “WITH” you to do what is best for 

the business, team, school etc.- is SO important. 

6. Decide what tools and resources you will use together. 

7. Prepare yourselves and set goals for each meeting:  Today we are going to talk 

about email etiquette. (Just an example)  

8. Meet regularly for a set time.  Figure out what has to get accomplished and try to judge 

how many meetings it will take to accomplish the goal.  Add time in for reflection once 

the project is in process if it is an ongoing goal or if it has a date for completion.  Reflect 

on the event, the process, the outcome.  Whatever is appropriate.  How will you improve 

it for next time?   

9. Discuss what you learned in the process with one another! 

10. Invest yourself in the person, the process and the purpose.  Help them to see their 

strengths and build on them!  Work with those strengths!  How can the group benefit 

from those strengths? 

11. Help them to find a potential person to mentor. 

12. Evaluate and guide them to try the process themselves!   

 

This week I am thinking about students or employees who just need a little extra from each one 

of us.  Sometimes it is a shy quiet student, sometimes it is a child that is acting out, sometimes it 



is a student that is always doing the right things during class.  Who do you have in your sphere 

of influence that you can touch with your words and your time?  Are you a Girl Scout Leader?  

You definitely touch the hearts of students in your troop- thank you!  Are you a coach?  Your 

words stick in the minds of the children you coach!  You are teaching them some very valuable 

life lessons in your coaching! Are you a music teacher?  Encouragement there and in the Arts of 

any kind can help students decide upon careers in the future!    

The point of this Leadership piece is to remember that in our positions, we are always mentoring 

someone in some way!  Words are powerful tools!  Actions and time spent with people are your 

greatest gift that you have to offer them.  Students, teachers, workers on your business staffs 

are no different.  Specific and sincere praise goes a LONG way!  I just realized something from 

a parent that I said to a student that stayed with him, I said, “You really have great pitch when 

you are singing.”  The parent told me that -that one comment meant so much to his boy!  

Words, actions, follow through with helping someone, are ALL important.  We are heading into 

the last three months of school.  Every moment counts with these students!  Every moment 

counts with your staffs out in the business world! 

Let’s make sure that our tone of voice, the comments we make, and our follow through to help 

the people around us to grow, is there- no matter what the age of the person.  What would you 

like that student to remember about your guidance?  Was your guidance direct, kind, thoughtful, 

or encouraging?  Did you make the time to pull that student or employee in and give them your 

time to help them, or do you just let them “figure it out for themselves?”  Five minutes spent can 

mean the world to the student or employee.  Just think about it on your own time…how will you 

support the individual that you KNOW needs you?  It’s be knowing at you, but you just haven’t 

had the time…make the time.   

I just finished my list.  I have had 11 mentors for different things in my 45 years.  WOW!  I never 

counted how many before!  Besides in your profession, have you thought of specific people who 

have mentored you through a deeply difficult time in your life?  Those people who help you 

through a traumatic event are a type of mentor too! 

We have amazing mentors right here in this building.  We have awesome teachers, we have 

Administrative Assistants, we have Tradition of Excellence leaders from the past who mentored 

other people, we have Facility people, and we have Priests and Deacons.  We also have 

parents on different committees that have been mentors to new people in their positions!  This is 

what makes Annunciation special! 

Thank you for reading about Mentoring and really working to mentor students and people in 

your circle of influence on your own staffs!  This part of Leadership is so critical to the success 

of the organization.  Your work isn’t finished once you leave a position.  It is finished when 

someone can take your place in that role themselves and SHINE!   

In Christ’s Love, 

Mrs. DeMar 

 

 

 



Spotlight on Band Competition Winners:   

Congratulations to these AMAZING music students! 

4th Grade: Ilyana Guitirrez Beginner Flute Solo 1st Place Gold Medal 
 
5th Grade: Audrey Brown Intermediate Trumpet Solo 2nd Place Silver Medal 
 
                  Lily Whipple Intermediate Flute Solo 2nd Place Silver Medal 
 
8th Grade: Ren Tranchita Advanced Trumpet Solo 1st Place Gold Medal 
 
Spotlight on Students:  The whole 3rd Grade for preparing and knowing the hardest words to 
America the Beautiful!  (2nd and 3rd Verses!!!  Super Hard!!!  Awesome Job 3rd Grade! 
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There is no school on Friday, March 10.  Teachers will be taking part in a Lenten retreat. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuition agreements for next year and invoices for the next year’s registration fee were sent out 

by email last week.  If you did not receive one and are planning to return next year, please call 

the office.  Please accept your tuition agreement and set up your payment plan for next year  

ASAP, but no later than March 31.  Registration fees are also due by March 31.  If you have any 

questions about the tuition rate you are being charged, please call the office. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  Grandparent’s Day will be celebrated on Friday, March 24, 

starting with a program in the gym at 9:30 a.m.  Doors will open at 

9:00 a.m. 

After the program, grandparents are invited to visit their 

grandchild/ren’s classroom and leave with the students.  Dismissal will be at 11:00 a.m.  

 Students may invite their grandparents or a special person to come to school that day.   

Because of space limitations, we ask that parents do not attend Grandparent’s Day unless 

your child does not have anyone else attending for them, or grandparents need assistance. 

Thank you. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Spring will be here before you know it!  Order all your Spring Bulbs through Flower 

Power Fundraising to help support Annunciation’s BVM Home & School.  Just use 

the link below: 

http://annunciationbvm.fpfundraising.com 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Over Catholic Schools Week we had two Author visits. 

Both had incredible stories to share.  

The Chicks Save Easter by Helena Rayos, shared with K-2. 

Through the Bible in 40 Riddles by Rick Bassett, shared with 3-8. 

If you didn’t get a copy when they were here, it’s not too late. We still have 

some copies in the office for purchase. $10 Each. 

They make great stories to share this Lent as you prepare for Easter. 

Share with Cousins or add to Easter Baskets. 

Email Patti Brouch at pbrouch@annunciationbvm.org or stop by the office. 

 



 
 

Student Council is hosting a movie night on March 31st.  Kindergarten, 1st, 
and 2nd grade are invited to come to the gym to watch “Wallace and Grommit 
Claymation” from 3:15 - 4:15.  A chaperone will be required for each K - 2 
student.  The 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade kids are invited to watch “Wall-E” from 
4:30 - 6:30.  The 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students are invited to watch “Space 
Jam” from 6:45 - 8:30.  The cost is $3 per student for all grades, which 
includes 1 drink, 1 candy bar, and popcorn. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Afternoon Patrol Schedule – Week of March 13 
 
                     Alix Anaya, Nathan Favela and Annalyse McCarty 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------- 

 
 

High School News from St. Francis High School 

• MIDDLE SCHOOL NIGHTS 
o Spring Musical – "Footloose" – Thursday, March 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Free admission for middle school students! 
 Click here to for more information and to register 

o Boys Volleyball – Tuesday, May 2 at 5:00 p.m. 
 Free admission for middle school students! 
 Click here for more information and to register 

  
• INFORMATION SESSION: Tuesday, April 25 at 9:00 a.m. 

o Click here to register 
  

• 7
th

 GRADE NIGHT: Friday, April 28, 2023; 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
o Spend a fun night at SFHS! Meet current SFHS students and other 7th graders; participate 

in games and the Spartan Amazing Race! 
o Click here to register 

  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

High School News from Marmion 

Marmion Academy invites 5th-8th grade boys and girls to a special matinee 
performance of GREASE on Saturday, April 1, 2023! This Go Cadets event will 
begin at 1:00pm with ice cream served in Marmion’s “Punch Bowl” and an 
opportunity for students to meet the characters in the show. 

  
The performance will begin at 2pm and after the show there will be a Q & A session as well as a meet and 
greet where students can ask questions of the performers and take photos as well. The event will end at 
approximately 4:30pm. 
  
The students and their families can view the performance at a reduced ticket price of $10. Tickets are on 
sale now!  (The Go Cadets activities are only available for student ticketholders who are in 5th-8th grade.) 
  
**Please note: Grease: School Version retains the fun-loving spirit and immortal songs of the 

blockbuster show, but removes any profanity, lewd behavior, and Rizzo's pregnancy scare. The song 

"There Are Worse Things I Could Do" is also deleted from this edition.  

 



THANK YOU to all the Annunciation School Families and Parish Members who participated in the 
World’s Finest Chocolate sales this year!  We sold 174 boxes and raised enough funds to meet our goal 
to order a Gagaball pit for the school.  A special CONGRATULATIONS to our Winners!  The Overall 
winner is:  Illyana Guitierrez who sold 10 boxes of chocolate and collected additional donations. Illyana 
will receive a $25.00 gift certificate and a 5 lb. bar of chocolate.  There was a tie between the 4th and 7th 
grade for most boxes sold with 31 boxes sold!  Both classes will receive a pizza party. Each of the top 
selling families will receive a 1 lb. bar of chocolate and a special dress down day.

The Top Overall Seller: The Top Selling Classes:

Illyana Guitierrez 4th & 7th Grades

Top Selling Families:

The Alvardo Family (Orlando)

The Grabowski Family (Graham)

The Meneses Family (Mateo)

The Austin Family (Ceceila, Evelina, Sebastian)

The Guitierrez Family (Illyana)

The Potts Family (Isaac, Daniel)

The Hurd Family (Lincoln, Finley, Serena)

The White Family (Andrew)

The Stanescu Family (Ethan, Elliot)

The Tuma Family (Elly, Henry)



    April 27th at 6:30 in the gym 

Come share your talent with everyone! 

Please fill this form out and return to the office.  First practice 

will be April 24th in the gym right after school until 4:30. I will 

need music sent to me by this date!  Dress rehearsal will be 

April 26th in the gym right after school 

until 4:30. Please return this form no 

later than April 17th. 

 

Name(s)_____________________________________________  

What you will be doing_________________________________ 

If you have any questions please contact Mrs. Jungels at 

jjungels@annunciationbvm.org. 

*All songs need to be school appropriate and must be approved in 

advance. 



Please Help our Annunciation 8th Graders: 

The 8th Grade class would greatly appreciate any help and support 

towards their 8th Grade trip. 

Dine- Out Night  

Wednesday, March 8, 2023 

From 5 PM – 8 PM  
 

 

 

Please take a night off cooking and come support the 

Annunciation 8th Graders at the North Aurora location. 

 

***Be sure to mention your order is to Benefit Annunciation 8th Grade Trip at 

checkout*** 



Home and School

Dine Out Night

Tuesday, March 14th

4-8pm

2962 Kirk Rd, Aurora

15% back on all sales for Annunciation

*Please mention Annunciation when

ordering*




